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Ministry Needs: 

First Saturday Breakfast 

One of the goals of the Metropolis Strategic Plan was that each parish in the Metropolis have a “Signature 

Outreach Ministry”. A signature outreach ministry is a ministry of the parish that people in the local commu-

nity connect with the parish. It’s the case where people say, “That is the church that does _________ in the 

community”.  When asked about our signature outreach ministry I shared our partnership with St John’s in 

the First Saturday Breakfast. This was at the time when, according to those involved, we made up about 50% 

of the volunteers for this ministry. Since then there have been a number of extenuating circumstances that 

have impacted the ministry in a negative way. In the last week I received a call from the Board President at St 

John in regards to this ministry and its future. The news was not good! Volunteers are burned out and dimin-

ishing in number. The system that supports the ministry has been compromised. The ministry is in trouble 

and needs more help from us. Here are the facts: By the end of the year the number of coordinators will be 

reduced from four to one and the one is even a question mark. On Fridays, seven people are needed and they 

are averaging three. Ideally on Saturdays fifteen people are needed and they are seeing a  less than that on 

average.  An additional two people are needed on Thursdays & Fridays for food pickup and shopping for 

items not provided by the Food Bank.  An additional challenge is that they are never sure who is going to 

show up on Friday or Saturday which can cause anxiety and angst.  I think you get the picture.   If you are 

looking for an opportunity to give of your time and talent in a ministry this is a great opportunity.  Please 

contact me directly. 

Prison Ministry 

As you know I have been doing prison ministry at the Oregon State Penitentiary in Salem on the first & third 

Wednesdays each month for the last seven years. I’m happy to say that two others have joined me as a volun-

teers there, Paul Crawford (Salem Mission) and Joanna Jaquette (St John). The additional of these volunteers 

will unable me to expand this ministry and provide additional support and encouragement to the inmates 

that come to our group.  We are asking you to pray with us for the inmates at OSP and for this Prison Minis-

try.  We hope to produce an OSP News & Prayer Letter twice a month that will let you know how you can 

help.  If you want to receive these News Letters please contact Paul Crawford by email at  twopil-

grims@gmail.com   In receiving them no involvement is required beyond what God might ask of you.  You 

are already a part of this Prison Ministry by your support of me over the years. If you are interest in becom-

ing a volunteer please contact me directly. 

Let me conclude by inviting everyone to our next Strategic Planning Session on Saturday, June 17th, from 2

-5.  
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Building a Stronger Orthodox Christian Community by: Spiritually growing together; 
Sharing the Orthodox Faith through fellowship, outreach, and philanthropy; Worship-

ping in a traditional Byzantine church; Supported through Stewardship 

202 Hillview #1 Eugene, Oregon 97408                        Website: www.stgeorgeor.org                             
Phone: (541) 683-3519                               Email: frgerasimos@sntgrg.org 

 

 Agape  
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STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT 

When we arrive at church, we should feel we are 
home? But do we love to be in the Lord’s House? 
Do we look forward to the opportunity to be with fel-
low Orthodox Christians who care about us and whom 
we should care for in return? Are we teaching our chil-
dren and grandchildren to love the Lord? If our an-
swers are yes, then all of these are a form of our stew-
ardship. The talents we have are a gift. Are we using 
them to our utmost ability? How much of the talent we 
have are we returning to our church? Does anyone ex-
ist who loves us the way the Lord does? We can’t out 
give what the Lord has given to us. But we can and 
should give back what we can with a loving and com-
mitted heart. 
 
Interfaith Family Shelter Program 
Recently we participated in the Interfaith Family Shel-
ter Program serving yet another segment of the home-
less – families in our community.  Different area 
churches host these families for 1 week each.  We team 
with St Thomas Episcopal Church by providing a din-
ner and staffing for one meal during their assigned 
week. This is an important program that St George has 
been involved with for over 5 years. Some years have 
found us cooking breakfast & making lunches at 5:30 
am.  In other years, our youth provided activities for 
the children and teens.  Walid Saleeby offered the 
main entry of his fantastic Chicken Picatta.   

We are encouraged to eat with the families and interact 
with them.  Our experiences differ from year to year.  
The family that I became acquainted with this year was 
a Mother, Father, and their sons ages 2 and 4 years.  
Interestingly, the 2 year old boy was very unhappy.  I 
thought I could divert his attention & he would stop 
crying.  No way!  His mother proceeded to tell me that 
he was upset because she limited his hot sauce intake.  
It seemed all he wanted was food absolutely drenched 
in the hot sauce!  When I introduced myself & they in 
turn introduced themselves, the second young boy in-
sisted  his name was “Batman.”   These fun children 
were not so different from my own grandchildren. The 
mother was a Certified Nursing Assistant and the fa-
ther had just started his own painting business.  They 
are on a waiting list for affordable housing through St. 
Vincent de’ Paul.   This family is not receiving Food 
stamps or any other state or federal aid.  Here is a fam-

ily that is down on their luck and trying to make it 
on their own. 

Participating in this program is a very humbling 
experience.  I was reminded of my good fortune 
and appreciated the opportunity to serve others 
who are less fortunate. 

Gloria Zeazeas-Timmons, Coordinator 

 

Bookstore News:  
 
Dear all, 
The bookstore has continued to get in new items 
over the past few weeks. We are feeling very excited 
about the growth of this important ministry and 
hope that you do as well.  If you haven't had a mo-
ment to come see what's new please take the time to 
stop by. To briefly touch on what we've gotten in..... 
  *An order of books from St. Vladmir's Press on a 
variety of topics. 
  *Another order from Conciliar Press consisting of 
children's books, Orthodox study Bibles as well as 
some of their newly released books. 
  *Orthodox gift items recently arrived that encom-
pass traveling icons, car decals, cross pins, incense 
tins and many others. 
  *We are also pleased to have in beautiful garden 
signs made by our very own Michael Buck, they do 
look lovely amongst the blooming flowers! 
In addition to all of the wonderful new items we 
would like to implement a new procedure for pur-
chasing items when the bookstore is unmanned. We 
have a notebook that will sit out on the bookstore 
table and we ask that you take a moment to jot 
down the date, your name, the items that you are 
purchasing, their  price, and how you paid. Pay-
ments can still be put in the cash box. We apologize 
for any inconvenience but this will help us to main-
tain our financial records and inventory in a better 
manner. If you have any questions or suggestions 
please don't hesitate to ask, we would love to hear 
your input! 
 

In Christ, 

Cassandra Batterson 
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Care Ministry 
Our first Care Ministry Training was held during the month of May.  It was very well attended. Fr. Jerry 
spoke about Care Team visits in hospitals and care facilities.  Gloria Zeazeas-Timmons talked about Motiva-
tion, General Guidelines, and Home Visits. 
We are pleased to have a strong team of volunteers who want to be of service to our parishioners.  During the 
month of May, Care Team members have sent hand-crafted cards to those who are ill and grieving, made 
home visits, provided transportation to physician appointments, and presented homemade meals. 
Please remember:  Any parishioner can make referrals to the Care Team.  If you know of a need, please con-
tact Fr Jerry, Gloria Zeazeas-Timmons, or complete a Referral Form. 
Care Notes 
It doesn’t take much – A SIMPLE KIND WORD OR DEED can be an expression of Love. “A single sun-
beam is enough to drive away many shadows.”-St. Francis of Assisi- 
    
Gloria Zeazeas-Timmons, Care Ministry Coordinator 
 

Missions & Evangelism:  
Mochas for Missions: Thank you for helping us reach our goal of $1500 by June 4th, Pentecost Sunday. To 
date we have collected $862.00.  We heard from both Missions, Salem and Roseburg, how Mochas for Mis-
sions has helped them become established and bring converts into Holy Orthodoxy.  A Charity Luncheon 
will be offered on Pentecost Sunday to support this worthy cause. 
Welcoming Guests: Greeters are the first to welcome parishioners and guests.  Thank you Larisa, Gloria & 
John, Jerry, Ann, and Helen for your bright smiles and hugs. The Greeters will be giving first-time guests a 
new “Welcome Packet” along with the ”Divine Liturgy for Visitors”.  New Welcome Team members will be 
greeting guests after Liturgy, inviting them to Fellowship Hour, visiting with them, and obtaining Guest In-
formation for follow-up.  Thank you Gloria, Greg, Brett, Lisa, and Presv. Maria for stepping-up for this im-
portant ministry.  All of us are encouraged to introduce ourselves to guests, sit with them, and welcome them 
to St. George. 

Come & See cards: The new “Come & See” cards are here! They are intended to provide you with a means of 
informing others about St. George.  You may give them to someone who asks, “What church do you attend?”, 
or who indicates interest in the Orthodox Church.  You may also leave them on the counter of a coffee shop 
or other public place, or pin them to a community bulletin board. They are business card size and easy to 
carry. Stop by the table in the Narthex to pick up a few. 

New Sign: Please notice the new sign in the window box near the church front doors.  Our own St. George 
icon is being used as the signature visual attraction in promoting our church. 
 

In Service, 
Melita Green 
 
Fundraising Committee 

We had two successful Evening in Greece dinners!  We seated around 100 guests at each dinner, and the fes-
tivities and food were wonderful.  Thank you to all the volunteers and to all parishioners who invited friends 
and family.  Also, a special thank you to our chairwoman, Julie Lenkoff, who not only organized the evenings 
but also is our resident artist, creating the beautiful murals on the walls. 

Looking ahead, our next fundraiser will be our annual Gyrofest, July 23rd, and volunteers should talk to Julie 
or Presv. Maria. 

Our next committee meeting will be June 18, after church. 

Presv. Maria 



issi S T .  G E O R G E  G R E E K  O R T H O D O X  C H U R C H  Page 4 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHILIA 
 
The two Evening in Greece dinners were deemed a success.   Despite a lot of work and worry, our Philia La-
dies, who form the backbone of all the fundraisers at St. George, rose to the occasion and came through with 
flying colors.   Thank you all! 
 
Our next venture will be organizing and packing 40 bagged lunches for the Community Court Lunch pro-
gram, under the auspices of EPD and City of Eugene.  We would like to involve the parishioners in this en-
deavor by asking for donations of certain foods for the fourth Fridays in June, July, August and September.  
More details on this will follow. 
 
Plans for the future: 
 Community Court Lunches: June – September 
 Gyrofest – July 23 
 
For info on wedding or baptismal items contact Gloria at 541-424-0575 or via email at zeazeastim-
mons@gmail.com.   And see Melita if interested in Rada products. 

 

Next meetings:  June 11, 2017  and July 9, 2017   

Reminder: Philia is a philanthropic organization open to ALL women in the parish, Come and join us!   
  We could always use helping hands and helpful minds. 
 
 
Julie Lenkoff, Philia Coordinator 
 
*************************************************************************** 
COFFEE CHAT : 
 
The pantry has been reorganized.  A few shelves have been added and some things moved around to allow 
for ease of storage and access.  Please keep that in mind when looking for fellowship items.   We will also be 
installing holders for rolls of paper towels at some point. 
 
 

Julie Lenkoff, Fellowship Coordinator 
 
**************************************************************************** 
 
CLEANUP CORNER: 
 
Please be aware that there is a janitorial supplies closet located by the restrooms.  Buckets, mops, large 
brooms and even vacuum cleaners should be kept there.  Smaller items such as laundry soap, bleach, Simple 
Green and other cleansers housed in the pantry, have moved to the wall by the entrance.  Please contact Neal 
at nealzoumboukos@msn.com if you need the door opened on your scheduled cleaning day. 
 
 
Julie Lenkoff, Cleanup Coordinator (email: julielenkoff@comcast.net) 
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June Celebrations 

Birthdays    

 
June 8th-Jim Stephenson 

June 9th-Paras Markopoulos 
June 10th-Elias Groomer 
June 16th-Larisa Lilles 
June 18th-Julie Rundt 

June 21st-Aftasie Doran 
June 25th-Ashley Knerl 
June 27th-Sharon Smith 

 
 

Feast Days 
June 3rd-St Kevin of Ireland 

Kevin Kaelin 

June 27th-St Joanna the Myrrhbearer 

Jo Ann Kluge 

June 30th-Sts. Peter & Paul 

Gwen Knerl 

 

 

Wedding Anniversaries 
June 6th-Bill & Lisa Lilles 

June 15th-John & Georgia Lallas 
June 27th-Mark & Maria Hauser  

 
 
 

Baptized in Christ/Chrismated 

June 2nd-Ray, Joshua & Ashley Knerl 
June 14th-John Timmons 

June 26th-Lester & Debi Wilson 
 

 

Many Years!  Chronia Polla! 

 Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ ~ 
 
Here at Holy Cross the feast of Pentecost has special 
place in our hearts. For a few years, before we re-
ceived the name Holy Cross, we chanted the hymn 
for Pentecost at each service.  It was a constant re-
minder that the Holy Spirit does the work of draw-
ing men to Christ, yet He does so through people- 
‘regular’ people, in fact.  It is an awesome thing to 
consider our responsibility in the light of Pentecost!   
Calling people to know Christ is the focus of our 
Missions and Evangelism team. Please pray for us as 
we work together to see Roseburg drawn into God’s 
net!  You can also help us by checking out our re-
vamped website. Every visit from a new person 
makes it more likely that we will also be seen by 
those who are seeking the church. Visit RoseburgOr-
thodoxChurch.org, and feel free to share your feed-
back! 

In Christ ~ Lisa Buck, 

Holy Cross, Roseburg 

 

 
 

Greetings from the Salem Mission, 

Expert iconographer, Theodoros Papadopoulos, 
from Larissa, Greece will be visiting Salem, June 5th-
10th. He will be teaching a class on Byzantine ico-
nography for people of all skill levels who would 
like to learn more about the ancient and holy art. 

Mr. Papadopoulos will also be lecturing on Byzan-
tine iconography after a vespers service on Wednes-
day, June 7th, at the Greek Orthodox Mission Church 
of Salem, Oregon. There will be a Q&A to follow. All 
are welcome to join. The service will start at 6pm and 
the lecture will begin   around 7pm with light re-
freshments following. 

We have two new catechumens, Seth and Kent, and 
two cousins and their mommas had their 40 day 
blessings! 

Thank you for your prayers, they mean so much to 
us. 

Maria Hauser 
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News and Events 

                What’s New! 
 First Saturday Breakfast:  The dates of the First Saturday Breakfast in June are: Food prep on Friday, June 

2nd and the breakfast on Saturday, June 3rd. Many hands make for light work so please lend us yours! 

 Catechumenate: On Sunday, May 21st we enrolled Tory Hayles into the Catechumenate. Please keep her  

in your prayers asking that God bless her journey into the Church. 

 Chrismation: Ellen Specht will be received into the Church on Sunday, June 4th, by Chrismation. Her 

sponsor is Lisa Lilles. May she live for us! 

 Mochas for Missions: Our Mochas for Missions campaign ends on June 4th (Pentecost) and as of May 

21st we are only half-way towards reaching our goal of $1500 dollars. Please help meet our goal! 

 St John Oratorical Festival: Our prayers are with Stephen Kaelin as he competes this month at the Na-

tional St John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival in Boston.  

 Monastery Feastday:  You are invited to join Gerontissa Efpraxia & Her Sisterhood, for their Feast Day on 

Friday, June 23rd & Saturday, June 24th, in Goldendale, WA. Please see the flyer for more details. 

 Church School: The 2016-17 Church School year will conclude on Sunday, June 11th.  We thank the 

teachers for their offering of time and talent!  

 Strategic Planning: All are welcome to come and participate in our next Strategic Planning Session, on 

Saturday, June 17th, from 2-5 pm. 

 A Fond Farewell: On Sunday, July 2nd at Fellowship Time, we will be honoring our dear friend and sis-

ter Melita Green. Melita will be moving to Chicago in mid-July. Melita has been actively at St. George 

from the beginning. She has served on the Parish Council, taught Church School, and most recently has 

done an incredible job chairing the Missions & Evangelism Committee. We will all miss her dearly!  As it 

is a potluck that Sunday, please bring something special to share. We will have a cake in her honor. 

 Save the Dates:  Summer is a great time to experience an Orthodox camp program. Check out Holy Trin-

ity’s Summer Camp, July 9-14th; and St John’s Family Camp, July 17th-21st. 

 St Nicholas Giving Book: Thanks to all those who helped fund the recent items in the St Nicholas Book! 

 “Pray for one another that you might be healed” (James 5:16): The Prayer Circle at St George meets 

every Thursday at 11 am in the Conference Room.  Everyone is invited! 

 

 

It takes a village! 

 

Julie, Pres. Maria, 

Pilar, Stella, Adri-

enne & Larisa, at 

the end of the 

second Evening 

in Greece dinner! 
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 6/4 6/11 6/18 6/25  

FELLOWSHIP Markopoulos Charity Lunch Potluck Potluck  

GREETER Ann L Larisa L John & Gloria  Jerry R  

PROSFORON Hauser Lilles Creech Freezer  

FLOWERS OPEN OPEN OPEN OPEN  

READERS Brad Thomas Brad Thomas Brad Thomas Brad Thomas  

CLEANING 

CREW 

6/3 

Bonnie S 

 

6/10 

Everyone 

 

6/17 

 

 

6/24 

Carmack 

 

 

      

GET INVOLVED!!! 
Look through this list of organizations, programs, and ministries at our parish,  

then call the contact person and get involved!!! 
PARISH COUNCIL  Greg Sebastian 541-220-9560  

ACOLYTES            Greg Sebastian 541-220-9560 

BOOKSTORE              Brett Batterson 541-345-5248 

PHILIA WOMEN’S GROUP   Julie Lenkoff 541-345-2107  

CHURCH SCHOOL  Ann Marie Kaelin 541-335-9256 

CHANTER/CHANT GROUP Brad Thomas  541-689-9690, Ann Marie Kaelin 541-335-9256 

FRIENDS OF ST. JOHN   Art Mehas 541-485-8671  

FELLOWSHIP   Julie Lenkoff  541-345-2107 

STEWARDSHIP   Neal Zoumboukos 541-344-4485  

GREETERS    Larisa Lilles 541-484-7525 

1ST SAT. BREAKFAST  Volunteer needed 

PRAYER CIRCLE   Bonnie Sollars 541-726-3606 

MISSIONS & EVANGELISM Melita Green 541-543-8792 

FUNDRAISERS   Presbytera Maria  971-678-5112 

CARE MINISTRY   Gloria Timmons 541-484-0575 
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A Good Word from the Fathers… 
 

“You cannot be too gentle, too kind. Shun even to appear 
harsh in your treatment of each other. All condemnation is 
from the devil. Never condemn each other. We condemn 

others only because we shun knowing ourselves. Someone 
who is busy trying to understand himself has no time to 
gaze at the shortcomings of others. When we gaze at our 

own failings, we see such a swamp that nothing in another 
person can equal it. That is why we turn away, and make 

much of the faults of others. Instead of condemning others, 
strive to reach inner peace.” 

 
St Seraphim of Sarov 

Saint George Greek Orthodox Church 

202 Hillview 1 

Eugene, OR 97408-5018 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


