
Beloved in Christ,  This is too good not to share.  From Archbishop Demetrios... 

We continue our reflections on the theme “Gather My People to My Home” by focusing on the challenging 
task of gathering those who are struggling with deep and serious questions about life and God.  In previous 
reflections we have addressed our calling to gather both “disconnected” Orthodox Christians and the 
unchurched.  This month we turn to the needs of persons whose spiritual well-being may be challenged by 
an unfulfilling quest for meaning or whose intellect or life experiences have raised tremendous questions or 
doubts regarding the purpose and direction of life. Human beings have pondered questions about the mean-
ing of life and the existence of God for millennia.  In our own Hellenic tradition, we can examine the works of 
ancient philosophers, which reveal great efforts in the pursuit of knowledge, an inner desire for truth, and 
countless theories on origins, the nature and function of the universe, and the purpose of life.  Others have 
arrived at the same questions and with the hope for answers through great tragedy and suffering.  The even-
tuality of physical death, the upheaval created by war, the pain of disease and poverty, and the demoralizing 
injustices in human communities and relationships have led many to seek something “greater” that offers or 
leads to a blessed life, peace, comfort, and truth. People continue to ask questions and struggle in pursuit of 
the answers.  Did the world just happen, and are we a product of chance? What is my purpose in life? How 
can I be happy and have peace about who I am?  Does God exist, and if so, does he really care about me and 
my inner conflicts?  Why is there so much suffering in the world?  Will all of this just end in death and de-
struction, or is there something better?  These and many more questions reflect both the breadth of our intel-
lect and our quest to know, understand, and to find answers not just for the sake of knowledge, but for our 
well-being and ultimate destiny. As Orthodox Christians we have found many of the answers to life’s ques-
tions in our relationship with God and in our involvement in the Church.  This is what makes the Church our 
home.  Our lives in the kingdom of God and our participation in the community of believers connects us di-
rectly with the One who, with meaning and purpose, brought all things into existence, created us in His im-
age and likeness and is guiding us toward fulfillment in life and being. Further, it is through God’s loving 
presence in our lives and through the Holy Sacraments, the Holy Scriptures, the teachings, and traditions of 
the Church that we know, understand, and experience the truth about life and relationships, the effects of sin 
and evil, and the necessity of faith, hope, and love as genuine and true expressions of our humanity.   It is 
also in our relationship with God that we find meaning and purpose in our transformation from death to 
life.  Certainly, He guides us in understanding our great potential for creativity, thought, virtue, and knowl-
edge; but all of this is part of becoming what He created us to be:  holy people living in loving and full com-
munion with Him and each other. Our challenge as Orthodox Christians is communicating the blessedness of 
this life and faith to those with serious questions about life and meaning or to those who are struggling spiri-
tually with deep doubts about God and His role in their lives. How can we meet this challenge and overcome 
the barriers that are keeping souls from finding their home in the Church?  How do we prepare to answer the 
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serious questions that challenge the very being of 
many who are in need of the grace of God? First, we 
must love and not condemn.  As stated above, ques-
tions about faith and our existence have been a part of 
our humanity from the beginning.  We have been cre-
ated with an ability to ask these questions and to seek 
answers. Thus, our task as Orthodox Christians is to 
help others find the answers that lead to life and fulfill-
ment. The Apostle Paul did not condemn the philoso-
phers of Athens when he preached to them (Acts 
17).  He affirmed their intellectual and spiritual search 
for higher things and presented the Gospel in a man-
ner that addressed many of their questions.  Our Lord 
lovingly received Nicodemus and patiently answered 
his questions when he was seeking to understand Je-
sus’ teachings concerning spiritual rebirth and eternal 
life (John 3). Second, in following the example of our 
Lord, we must be responsive and patient.  We should 
not reject others if their questions are not answered or 
their crisis is unresolved.  Many struggle with great 
questions about life and meaning for long periods of 
time.  Answers provided by our faith and relationship 
with God are not always readily accepted.  The task of 
gathering people to God’s home in the Church will 
take time and sacrifice on our part.  We must be will-
ing to listen to their questions, concerns, and struggles, 
continuously offer prayers for their salvation and spiri-
tual well-being, and rely upon the power of the Holy 
Spirit to lead them home. Finally, we must also be 
aware of our strengths and limitations when offering 
faith and love to those seeking purpose and mean-
ing.  Often, our greatest strength is in friendship, acts 
of kindness, and ministry in the name of Christ when a 
need arises.  Through our words and actions we can 
show others that they are valued and loved by God, 
even when they are in the midst of great struggles and 
doubt.  We also need to know that there are other re-
sources to assist us.  These may include seeking the 
counsel of our parish priest, encouraging the person to 
visit with the priest, discussing serious questions in a 
parish Bible study or reading group, and engaging 
with our faith at deeper spiritual and intellectual levels 
through reading the lives and works of Saints and 
theologians of the Church.  In all of this, we must rely 
upon the guidance and grace of God to lead us in a 
manner that will help our fellow-men experience the 
presence of God and the ineffable joy of being gath-
ered in God’s Home. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Treasurerõs Report a.k.a. Photiniõs Phunds 

Tidings from your Treasurer! For the month of 

July we received $10,016.09 of Income out of 

which  our expenses were $11,732.21 Our steward-

ship for July was $8760.00 which I say thank you, 

we have budgeted for $8,958.37 which means we 

were short by $198.37 for this month.   For the 

month of August we received $11,369.19 of in-

come of which our expenses were $11,392.76  We 

were short by $1,171.37 for the month of August 

for stewardship. Thank you very much for all 

your faithfulness and giving.  If you have a ques-

tion please call me.   

“O all ye peoples of the earth, pray and weep for 
your sins, that the Lord may forgive them. Where 
there is forgiveness of sins there is freedom of con-
science and love, even if but a little.”  Wisdom 

from Mt Athos - St. Silouan. 
In Christ, Bonnie Photini Graham 

Parish Council News 

¶
 September 1st marked the beginning of the Ecclesi-

astical New Year and the Parish Council is looking 
forward to a blessed year.  It is a time for all of us 
to set personal and family goals to attend more 
services and participate more fully in the church 
activities...Our outreach and community commit-
ment programs are important.  Keeping this in 
mind, the Parish Council unanimously approved a 
proposal submitted by Gloria Timmons for the 
[ƛƻƴΩǎ /ƭǳōΩǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ hƪǘƻōŜǊŦŜǎǘ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ŀǘ {ǘΦ 
George on October 8th.  Our practice has been if a 
steward of our Parish wants to host and sponsor 
an event at the church involving non-members, it 
would be approved... The COOP relationship with 
our church the past year has been very positive.  
The Parish Council approved their use of our build-
ing for the 2009-2010 school year... The Parish 
Council has approved the purchase of a defibrilla-
tor for the church. It could save a life. 

¶
 Mark your calendar! The next Parish Assembly will 

be Sunday, October 25th.  The main topic will be 
the budget for 2010.   There will be three positions 
open for positions on the Parish Council for 2010.   
This is an excellent way to serve our church.  
Please contact Kay Mehas if you are interested in 
being on the Parish Council. 
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SEPTEMBER STEWARDSHIP REPORT 

We have always taken a great deal of pride in the fact that seventy-five to eighty-five percent of our income 
has come through Stewardship. And for last two years, we have been very responsible in maintaining our giv-
ing over the course of the entire year which has allowed for a steady cash flow. 2009 has been exemplary in 
that regard. We have encouraged all members to give according to their means. Some can tithe; others have 
used a half-tithe to guide their giving; and, yet, others have tried to give a designated amount per week or 
month. If you look at the chart below, you will see there are some who fill out a card but indicate no set 
amount. They give what they can, when they can, not just of their treasure, but their time and talents, as well. 
However, your Stewardship Committee feels it is important for members of the parish to also understand the 
long-term projections for Stewardship and how Stewardship is distributed amongst our parish members. Soon 
we will begin the campaign for the new year. Please consider these thoughts and the information on the chart 
below as you conclude your stewardship giving in 2009 and contemplate your stewardship for 2010.  

Thank you very much. 

  

YEAR  2006 2007 2008 2009 

CARDS FILLED OUT  70 61 57 54 

GOAL  $90,000 $99,800 $107,500 $107,500 

PLEDGED $102,364 $100,702 $103,050 $98,796 

COLLECTED  $94,310.25 $101,293.80 $104,451  

PLEDGE AVERAGE  $1,462.34 $1,650.85 $1,807.89 $1,829.56 

PLEDGE MEDIAN  $510 $660 $1,000 $1,000 

PLEDGE RANGE:      

CARD: NO AMOUNT  11 Stewards 8 4 9 

$50 TO $ 100 8 3 3 2 

$101 TO $500 16 15 9 6 

$501 TO $1,000 8 10 15 11 

$1,001 TO $2,500 15 13 14 16 

$2,501 TO $5,000 9 7 9 6 

$5,000 PLUS 3 5 3 4 

 70 Stewards 61 Stewards 57 Stewards 54 Stewards 
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 Philia News and Events:  

Picnic Thanks:  Philia would like to thank: the Parish Council for its financial support of the Picnic;  Michael 
Buck for the homemade ice cream; Philia members for planning, set-up, serving, and clean-up; and for every-
one who participated to make this year’s Picnic a great success. 

Holiday Fundraiser: Philia is looking into doing a Poinsettia and Wreath Fundraiser this year.  Details will be 
shared in the coming weeks. 

Philia Book Group :  Meets every other Tuesday evening at 6 PM here at the Church.  The group is reading, 
“The Tools of Spiritual Warfare” by Joy Corey.  All women of the parish are welcome to attend. 

Support our Troops Project Update: Philia is packaging the Paximadia for our troops and will send them out 
in October. 

Thanksgiving Bake Sale: Philia will have a Bake Sale on the Sunday before Thanksgiving.  This is a good op-
portunity to buy fresh bake “goodies” for the holiday week. 

Library Update: Ann Campbell is working to organize the Library.  Philia will be purchasing materials to 
catalogue the books, tapes, and videos, so that they can be checked out. 

Philia Meetings: It was decided that the Philia meetings would be held on the Third Thursday of each 

month, starting at 6:30 PM.  The October meeting is scheduled for Thursday, October 15th.  All monthly 
Philia meetings and events are open to all women of our Parish. Your input is appreciated  

Our Statement of Purpose is as follows: Philia provides us with an opportunity for prayer, spiritual growth, 

service to our parish & our community, and fellowship. Philia serves as a concrete way for us to act on our 

love of the Lord and others  

Outreach and Evangelsim:  Feeding the Homeless : You are invited to join a group from St. George 

that will be helping feed the Homeless who gather at a breakfast sponsored by St. John the Wonderworker on 

the first Saturday of every month. Help is need on the first Friday of each month from 2:30-4:30 PM, to pre-

pare the meal.  Then on Saturday, help is needed from 8:15-10:15 (setup and serving the meal), and from 9:30-

12n (serving and cleanup).  If this opportunity for outreach interests you please contact Bonnie Graham.  We 

are looking for six to eight people who would commit to helping.  Recycle4Charity – We are participating 

in a recycling program to help support missions and evangelism work.  Please help us by giving us your  

used printer ink cartridges. 

ST. GEORGE BOOKSTORE  

St  George Bookstore Is alive and renewed!  Please stop by and check out all the new books, hand censors, 

and a few new icons. If there is a book, or icon that is not in the bookstore please contact me or leave me a 

note so that if I can get it, I will.  We have a wish list as we grow. More bookshelves and a display case would 

be wonderful.  

Thank God for blessing us with this wonderful opportunity to learn and grow together.   

Photini/Bonnie Graham 
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 Celebrations 

Birthdays  
 

October 
1st-Eleni Radcliffe, Sara Sebastian  

2nd-John Lallas 

5th-Father Gerasimos 

7th-Bob Graham 

12th-Jo Ann Kluge 

16th-Stephen Kaelin 

25th-Rob Walters 

 

 

Feast Days 
October 

20th-St. Gerasimos of Cephalonia 

Father Gerasimos 

25th-St. Tabitha the Merciful 

Tabitha (Diane) Duncan 

26th-St. Demetrios the Great Martyr 

Demetre Markopoulos; James Stephenson;  

Demetri Lilles; Dimitri Kokkino 

      
 

Anniversaries 
October 

 
21st-Rob and Eva Walters 

 

 

Many Years!  Chronia Polla! 
If your name does not appear here it is because we 

donõt have an Information Inventory form from you.  

Please help us by filling one out! 

Parish Spotlight:  Judy Sebastian  

Judy was born in Chicago, IL and was the oldest of 3 girls 
born to a German mother and Czchek father. She was 
raised in the Lutheran church and attended church regu-
larly.  In 1982, she went on a 3-week backpacking trip to 
Israel and Egypt with a church group and retraced the 
holy sites of Christ from Palm Sunday through Easter.  
This was her first introduction to the Orthodox Church.  
She remembers most visiting the Holy Sepulcher, Laza-
rus’s Tomb, and Bethlehem.  After returning home, (now 
living in California), a female friend introduced her to 
Steve.  This same friend also  invited them to attend St. 
Luke Antiochian Church, where she was a parishioner.  
The church brought back such good memories that she 
desired to learn more about Orthodoxy.  Soon, she and 
Steve became Inquirers and started to attend classes.  
They were received into the Church and in March of 
1983, were married in the Church. They moved to Ore-
gon in the summer of 1988 and had two children, Sara 
and Greg.  She remembers the early days of St. George 
and the joy they all felt when the church-building was 
completed (Sara still remembers pushing the broom over 
the sand on the bricks at the entrance of the church). The 
whole family “grew up” at St. George and Judy remained 
active in parish life. She especially loved helping decorate 
the tomb for the services on Holy Friday.  Judy remains 
involved today even though she moved to Albany in 
1998.  You’ll find her helping as a Greeter; at the Glendi; 
and in procuring the flowers for Pascha.  She considers 
St. George her home and the people here, her family.  
Someday she hopes to move back to Eugene so that she 

can be fully involved in parish life.  Judy’s hobbies in-
clude scrapbooking and assisting her friend with 
her flower business.  Judy works for Samaritan Health 

Service in their Durable Medical Equipment department..    
We are blessed to have Judy , Sara, and Gregory as a part 
of the St. George Community! 
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News and Events 

¶ September 1st marked the beginning of the New Ecclesiastical (Church) Year.  May this new year be 

blessed and may God continue His goodness towards this community. 

¶ A Special Parish Assembly was held on Sunday, August 16th to discuss a proposal to build an 

outdoor picnic pavilion.  Neal Zoumboukos, our Parish Council President, presented the plan developed 

by the Strategic Planning group and unanimously approved by the Parish Council.  Neal especially rec-

ognized the work of Art Mehas who took the lead in this endeavor.  Costs for this project are estimated to 

be between $12-$15K dollars.  Some of the work however will be done by parishioners.  Neal announced 

ÛÏÈÛɯÚÌÌËɯÔÖÕÌàɯÏÈËɯÉÌÌÕɯÖÉÛÈÐÕÌËɯÛÖɯɁÚÛÈÙÛɯÛÏÌɯÞÏÌÌÓÚɯÙÖÓÓÐÕÎɂɯÉÜÛɯÛÏÈÛɯ×ÈÙÐÚÏÐÖÕÌÙÚɯÞÖÜÓËɯÉÌɯÈÚÒÌËɯÛÖɯ

contribute $100 dollars a year for three years, in order to complete the project ( 54 Stewards times $300 

dollars= $15K).  A vote was taken and the plan was approved with unanimous support.  May it be 

blessed! 

¶ The Homeschool  Coop group ÉÌÎÈÕɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÚÌÊÖÕËɯàÌÈÙɯÞÐÛÏɯÜÚɯÖÕɯ%ÙÐËÈàȮɯ2Ì×ÛÌÔÉÌÙɯƕƕÛÏȭɯɯ+ÈÚÛɯàÌÈÙɀÚɯ
experience was very positive and we welcome them back!  They are here on Fridays during the school 

year from approximately 9 am to 1 pm. 

¶ Michael Creech was baptized into Christ on Saturday, September 12th.  His Sponsor was Dimitri Kok-

kino.  May he live for us! 

¶ Michael Creech and Liana Hill were joined together in the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony on Sunday, 

September 13th.  Their sponsors are Ban Diana and Mircea Vitel.  May God grant them many years of 

wedded bliss. 

¶ Introduction to Orthodoxy Class: %ÈÛÏÌÙɯ)ÌÙÙàɯÞÐÓÓɯÈÎÈÐÕɯÉÌɯÖÍÍÌÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯɁ(ÕÛÙÖËÜÊÛÐÖÕɯÛÖɯ.ÙÛÏÖËÖßàɂɯ
class to all comers.  This is a six-week class and all materials are provided.  The class schedule is as fol-

lows:  Monday evenings at 7-8:30 PM ; October 12th, 19th, 26th, and November 2nd, 9th, and 16th.  This 

class is beneficial to all who participate and I strongly encourage all of the Faithful to come. 

¶ Monastery Benefit Dinner:  Sunday, October 11th in the Dalles.  See flyer for details. 

¶ Catechism Class:  Deacon Stephen Dyer will offer a six-week Catechism class for us here at St. George.  

This class is not only open to our Catechumens but to any of the Faithful.  Classes begin on Thursday, Oc-

tober 15th at 7 pm.  The tentative class schedule is:  Thursday, October 15th, 22nd, 29th, and November 

5th, 12th, and 19th. There is no charge for attending the class.  

¶ Conversational Greek Language Class: We are endeavoring to  offer a Conversational Greek Lan-

guage Class for anyone interested in learning how to read and speak Greek.  Please check the weekly bul-

letins for updates throughout the month of October. 

¶ Greek Folk Dancing :  We are also endeavoring to offer Greek Folk Dancing lessons.   

¶ Parish Assembly :  The fall Parish Assembly has been scheduled for Sunday, October 25th, following 

the Divine Services.  Agenda items include the 2010 Budget, Strategic Planning, and Parish Council 

Nominations.  You will also receive an update about the Picnic Pavilion Project. 

¶ Youth Event:  The monthly Youth Event will take place on Saturday, October 31st  Save the Date! 

Prayer Fellowship : Please include the following names in your daily devotions. Helene, Katherine, Gloria, 

John, Chris, Chase, Jo Ann, Fred, Julie, Alexis, Panayiotis, Kevin, Demetrios, John, Adrian, Myrna, Tom, An-

gel, Charlie, Stephanie, Joey, Leo, Xenia, Kate, Todd, Gary, Froso, Andriana, Liana and her unborn child, 

Matties and Ann Marie, Eleni,  Brian, Tom, Terry, John, Nikki, Jan, Terri, John 
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 10/4 10/11 10/18 10/25 11/1 

COFFEE HOUR Groomer  Volz Kokkino Lisa Lilles Mehas 

GREETER Liana Creech Ann Leith Larissa Lilles Judy Sebastian Eleni Boston 

PROSFORON Litke Hauser Lilles Grenier Litke 

FLOWERS      

READERS Brad Thomas Brad Thomas Brad Thomas Brad Thomas Brad Thomas 

NARTHEX CLEANUP Green Carroll Kaelin Lenkoff Green 

NAVE CLEANUP Lenkoff Hauser Kaelin Lisa Lilles Lenkoff 

GET INVOLVED 
Look through this list of organizations, programs, and ministries at our parish,  

then call the contact person and get involved!! 
 

Acolytes            Mark Hauser ñ541-928-5775   

Bookstore               Bonnie Graham 914-3381 

Philia-Womenõs Group     Gloria Zeazeas-Timmons ð 484-0575  

Church School   Lisa Lilles ð 746-5592  

Chanter               Brad Thomas ð 689-9690 

Friends of St. John Convent   Art Mehas ð 485-8671  

Coffee Hour    Pete Drakatos ñ 687-6789 

Parish Council   Neal Zoumboukos 344-4485   

Greeters    Joan Rundt ñ 683-1380 

Outreach    Bonnie Graham-914-3381 

O.C.F.      Father Jerry-683-3519 

 

St. George Greek Orthodox Church ð (541) 683-3519, Fr. Gerasimos (Jerry) Markopoulos   

E-mail address:  frgerasimos@sntgrg.org    "ÏÜÙÊÏɀÚɯWebsite:  www.stgeorgeor.org  

 
Articles for the Agape ð Articles are due by the 20th of the month to Fr. Jerry whose email address is 

frgerasimos@sntgrg.org  If you donõt have email, call the Church with your information, 541-683-3519 



 ABOUTé 
THE  NEW ECCLESIASTICAL (CHURCH ) YEAR 

When we think of New Yearõs Resolutions, we often think of the goals that we create with a spirit of renewal and new en-
ergy. We have hope for changes in our livesé for the better!  So what kinds of resolutions can we make as we begin another 
New Year in the life of the Church? Here are a few things to consider and discuss: 

1) Show and give LOVE more freely 

òYou shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first and great commandment. And 
the second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.ó ð Matthew 
22:37-40 

RESOLUTION: Show love through your actions and your words. Remember to say kind things to people rather than hurtful 
or mean things. Always respect others, regardless of who they are, what they look like, or where they come from. Go out of 
your way to make someone feel better, especially if others have been unkind.   

What are some other ways we can show LOVE this new ecclesiastical year? 

2) Remember to FORGIVE, rather than react or keep grudges 

òThen Peter came to Him and said, ôLord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?õ Jesus said to him, ôI 
do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.õó ð Matthew 18:21-22 

RESOLUTION: As they say, two wrongs do NOT make a right. Try not to react so quickly if someone makes you angry or 
upset. Donõt keep grudges. A grudge can only make us react poorly or say something that we might regret later. If forgive-
ness is too difficult, talk to your parish priest. He can help you put things into perspective.  

What other ways can we practice and understand forgiveness this new ecclesiastical year? 

3) Donõt spread or be a part of GOSSIP 

òLet no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers.ó ð Ephesians 
4:29.  

RESOLUTION: From magazines to television shows, gossip is people want to hear (but donõt want to be the subject of). Be 
the role model among your friends and stop gossip. Never talk about or spread things that are mean, embarrassing, or un-
true. Or if someone tries to share gossip with you, tell them òHey, Iõm really not interested in that. Sorry.ó  

What other ways can we prevent GOSSIP this new ecclesiastical year? 

4) Think beyond yourselfé SERVE others 

òYou know that those who are considered rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. Yet it shall 
not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you shall be your servant. And whoever of you desires to be first shall be the slave to 
all. For even the son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.ó  

RESOLUTION: Make a real effort to serve and help others, not for recognition or glory. Get involved in service projects 
with school and the church youth group. This might mean serve on student council, volunteer at a soup kitchen, raise money 
for a charity, etc. Serving others can even happen at home. Take on a few extra chores or help with chores that arenõt even 
yours. Sacrifice your time and talents to make someone elseõs life easier or happier. 

What other ways can we give of ourselves and SERVE this new ecclesiastical year? Discuss the following things and create 
your own resolutions: 

- Strengthening Prayer Life 

- Understand and Practice Fasting 

- Giving Thanks 

- Showing Mercy 

- Being Modest 

- Stopping Inappropriate Language 

- Respecting Ourselves and our Bodies 


