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Letds Go Saints!

The coming summer months are replete with feast-days of great Saints and | encourage you to take the time

and prayerfully read the accounts of their |ives. T
for their lives; namely to be holy as God is holy, and perfect, as our Father in heaven is perfect. They are peo-

ple who took this calling seriously and made it the most important thing in their lives. We tend to think of

the Saints as exceptions to the rule; as odifferento
ing for their lives; this same vocation; and this same possibility. We lose sight of the fact that God has both
created us with this possibility, and also does everything in His power to guarantee its accomplishment.

With the sending of the Son and the Spirit, God provided the means by which we too can become Saints. In

fact, there is nothing more that God can do-all is given-all is fulfilled -the rest is up to us.

Many people struggle with knowing what God is calling them to do or be. Even more people struggle with
knowing what Godd&s wil/l is for their |ives. I n our
created in the image and likeness of God, for everlasting life, we all have a calling/vocation/possibility. In
general terms this means that we are all called to love and serve God, and love and serve others. This is the

best answer to the question so many pose, OWhy are
love and serve God; to love and serve others. Certainly these things are evident in the lives of the Saints and
in the |ives of people we know who we consider 0sai

mental disability, such as mental retardation, gives evidence of this truth. Everyone is called to love and
serve God, and their fellow human beings in some form of life which God Himself wills. Indeed, the rest is
up to us; no excuses, no exceptions.

Of course, we are not alone in this struggle. There is help along the way. In our prayers we can ask God to
show us the way, to guide us, and to help us. In our relationships with others who are experienced in His

ways, we can ask for guidance and direction. In the Church, we can participate in the Sacraments, learn
Scripture, and reflect on the lives and teachings of the Saints. If God remains the same yesterday, today, and
tomorrow, He will always grant the prayers of those who seek Him this way. If godly people want to remain
godly people, then they wil!l al ways be there for us.
the Church remains faithful, then it will always be a resourceful place for us. With those things remaining
constant, we should understand that becoming a Saint is not up to God, or others, or the Church, it is up to

us.

Then there is Divine Providence. A holy monk wroteé
for the various incidents? We are not outside of Divine Providence so as to be directed by mere chance.
Therefore, whatever happens to us happens with Godos

Providence drown in worry -they are justified. But we, are not justified when we worry more than necessary
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for through this action we show lack of faith and illu-
mi nation. 6 You and | ar e
vine Providence yet our
seems to meet with the same lack of faith and illumina-
tion. Itis up to us.

The famous Boston Celtic basketball player, Larry
Bird, was asked what his
He said, 0 A winner i s

God-given talents, works his tail off to develop them
into skills, and uses these skills to accomplish his
goal s. ¢ Good words from
were not just words. Guess who used to stay in the
gym long after team practice was over to practice his
shooting? Thatds right,

During the years | attended Holy Cross, the Boston
Celtics used our gym as their practice facility. We
were allowed to use the gym after their practice was
over and many times when | went to work out there,
he was still there practicing his jump -shot. | am pretty

sure that this is what
ketball court.

At every Divine Liturgy w
seen the light, the true light; we have received the

Heavenly Spirit; we have found the true faith, wor-
shipping the wundivided
When we are Chrismated we experience our own per-
sonal Pentecost and the
place in our hearts. We are gifted, we are blessed, and
we are given talents by the indwelling Spirit of God.
At the very least, each believer is given the potential
for intimacy with God through faith that draws us to
our better selves. Let
turn our talents into skills. Then let us use those skills
to accomplish our goal of becoming a Saint. And let it
be done according to Godb®o
benefit of our souls, and for the profit of all. Amen.

+Father Jerry
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P. C. President ds Me:
Simmnér haofidally airfivede No s thettimeifossunshidaeme |

rradpoacati pos. Go®O6BOtc AP ¢ atg
you are out of town on a Sunday, visit the Orthodox Church
in the city where you are visiting. It is fun to see different

church architecture and meet other Orthodox Christians.

A special o6Thank youd6 to ever
Helpdd plaee ahd icudtineverphbavypaver Wtooktwoe r 0 i
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sure to take a walk on them next time you are at church!
The picnic shelter is now ready for the next phase, which is
lacing the trusses and getting read)é for the roof. We are

i trying 18 def’ dShatidnd fo¥ ddrhe of matefd.t  t hes e

The bible study groups are completing the Study of the
Gospel of St. Matthew. The explanation written by Blessed

MTheophyadt, ArBhbishop ofbehvit anél Bulgatia in 0900 w ?

The new bible study group will begin studying the Gospel of
St. Mark by Blessed Theophylact in August. Please con-
sider joining either the Thursday, 10 a.m. group or the
Tuesday 7p.m. group. It is a wonderful time for growing
spiritually and getting to know more members of our

church community.
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you to everyone that helped cook, serve and clean up. We

iy apiciale 1 Gou a8 orYour farm et ol & ¥ €
church.
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oYou every man,

Parish Council President, Kay Mehas

Tidings from your Treasurer .
For the month of May we received $17,519.62 of

u sIncente @ of which,@ur expenses were $31,858s15. o f f

Our stewardship for May was $9,470.00 which |

say thank you very much for all your faithfulness

apd givingl Please femembeét yosr pledgeasrwhat  f
keeps our Church going, so please keep up the
wonderful giving, and have a blessed month. If

you have a question please call me.

or

In Christ, Bonnie/Photini

AThe merciful person is he who (gi

he himself received from God, whether it be money,
or food, or strength a helpful word, a prayer or any-

thing else that he has through which he can express
his those in need.

compassion for

mascus
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STEWARDSHIP REPORT

If you had the opportunity to read the June Stewardship Report, you know we are not very far

away from weaning ourselves off of fundraisers to support the day -to -day operations of the
Church. This is a laudable and achievable goal. We hope each and every family will give prayer-

ful consideration to  their commitment and support of our parish. We can do it! Presently, we

have fifty -six (56) families and individuals pledging $106,290 to the ministries of Saint George.

Have Blessed Summer!
Your Stewardship Committee

Outreach

The dictionary describes Outreach as: An act of visiting and providing services to people who might not otherwise have
access to those services. It is an act of reaching out to someone. This is very close to my heart, where | feel God is calfj
me. | wanted to find out if there are others who are like me, wanting to get an outreach program going here at St. Geor-
ges. | am in the process of doing a few things but alas | am only one person, so if God is calling you please let Fr Jerry o
| know. So as this progresses | will keep all of you inform. We are looking for volunteers with feeding of the homeless at
St. Johns in Eugene the & Friday of each month. From 2:30pm thru 4:30pm. Fridays we do food prep and table set up.
On Saturdays from 8:30am to 10:30am Serving and from 10:30am to 12:00pm clean up, washing down table, chairs and
the floor. Please let me know if you can make either of these days. We seem to need more people for Saturdays. We are
also recycling printer cartridges for the Home Mission Parish Program. There is a box in the fellowship hall to put the
used cartridges in. Thank you all,

Photini

Philia
Attention all current members and former members of the American Armed Forces: Please contact Gloria so
that we may honor your service to our country on Sunday, July 11, 2010.

Also happening in July: All women of the parish are invited to travel with us to Dallas, Oregon to have lunch

at the Olympic Taverna. We will carpool up from the church on Thursday, July 15" to support our fellow pa-

ri shioner s, Pete and Jenny LPRleask comaztiGlomaodPresvnMatiahf gou are n e w
interested in going.

Please remember to shop our Philia table in the Fellowship Hall with all proceeds going to support our pro-
jects. All women of the Parish are invited to join Philia in their activities.

Respectfully submitted, Gloria Zeazeas-Timmons

Library

Many of us have found great help in our spiritual life by reading books. With that in mind, a library was started here at
St.George's to make great books, videos, and other resources freely available. We are in the process of organizing the
many wonderful books we already have, as well as creating an easy check out system. Please don't wait until we are
done; come enjoy the library! You are sure to find something to check out. If you are interested in helping our library
grow, there are several ways to help: Please remember the library when you clean off your personal shelves. Many of
our books were previously owned by parishioners who generously shared with us. There is also an opportunity to
"sponsor” a book by purchasing one of the books on our list and donating it. If there is a title that you feel simply must
be on the shelves let us know! Most importantly, we invite you to make the library a regular stop when you come to
church. There are many treasures there for you to discover!

~ Debi Wilson and Lisa Buck
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Panayotis and Ann Leith

Katsoyannos

Panayotis and Ann first came to
St George in 1996. Ann and
their son Jason had just moved
back to the USA from Greece so
that Jason could continue his
schooling here. Panayotis
ocommutedd fron
first, spending about 2 months/
yr plus two sabbatical years in
Eugene until his eventual re-
tirement in 2004. Panayotis and
Jason are both
dox, 6 whereas /
baptized in the Church of Eng-
land.

Panayotis and Ann met while

they were both studying at UC
Berkeley in California. They married a year later, in 1980, at Agios Dimitrios church in Ampelokipi, Athens,
Greece. Jason was baptized in 1984, also at Agios Dimitrios. In 1987, their home parish became Anastaseos
church in the northern Athens suburb of Vrilissia. Although Ann attended church in Greece and liked the at-
mosphere very much, it wasndt until after coming
being said and done! After several monthsd study
Holy Saturday in the year 2000. Jason was an altar boy during that period; both he and Ann, and Panayotis
when he could, regularly participated in St George activities until Jason finished high school in 2002 and
moved to Portland. Ann was editor of the Agape for six years, and is still a Greeter.

Panayotis and Ann have greatly benefited from the grace of God they have found within the Orthodox faith.
They deeply appreciate the expression of Orthodox spiritual life within St George, and value the love and
support of the St George community. It is wonderful to see their beloved parish deepening in faith and grow-
ing!

Picnic Area Progress! As you can see, there was a
lot of work done on the Picnic Area in June. Spe-
cial thanks to Neal and Art for procuring supplies
EQEwi OUwWOUT EOPAT wlT T w?6
to all those who came out to lend a hand. May
God continue to bless the work of our hands!
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