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Christ is born! Glorify Him!
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for twelve years and was healed immediately when she came up behind Jesus and touched Him amid the
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and faith that merely crowds-around or bumps-into God (little or no faith). Despite her weaknesses, limita-
tions, chronic illness, and many other obstacles and barriers, this woman came to where Jesus was, reached
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?A few days before Christmas, a group of salesmen were making their way thru the airport in Chicago. The
were in a great rush to make their flight and get home for the holidays. In their rush, one of these salesmen
inadvertently kicked over a table which held a display of apples. Apples flew everywhere. Without stopping c
looking back, they continued on to their gate. All but one. He experienced a twinge of compassion for the g
whose apple stand had been overturned. He told his buddies to go on without him, waame gimbd one of
them to call his wife when they arrived at their home destination and explain his taking a later flight. Then he
returned to the table where the apples were all over the terminal floor. He was glad he didyeErelti6
girl was totally blind! She was softly crying, tears running down her cheeks in frustration, and at the same
time helplessly groping for her spilled produce as the crowd swirled about her, no one stopping and no one t
care for her plight. The salesman knelt on the floor with her, gathered up the apples, put them back on the te
and helped organize her display. When he had finished, he pulled out his wallet and said to the girl, 'Here,
please take this $40 for the damage we did. Are you okay?' She nodded through her tears.. He continued or
with, 'l hope we didn't spoil your day too badly." As the salesman started to walk away, the bewildered blind
girl called out to him, 'Mister. ..." He paused and turned to look back into those blind eyes. She continued,
‘Are you Jesus?'
You might be wondering what the two stories have to do with each other. In the first case, a woman was able
to overcome her weaknesses, limitations, etc. to have the kind of faith that united her to Christ, and in return
UT PUWOEET wi T Uw?EOOxOI Ul Sawpkbil 002 8 wuw(-likeurddnnenwdnarBs®® BinE E U |
T PUOOwWPT T OQwil wUT 6Pl EwOl UEAWEOEWEOOXxEUUDPOOWI OUwWI T Ud wuw
both were accomplished by mere mortals. How was this possible? Let me offer an explanation based on the
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theology of the Incarnation. When we consider the *NATIVITY FASTING GUIDELINES
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that Christ first united Himself to us in the fleshwhen  1he Nativity Fast begins November 15th and contin-

He became man. Only then could we be united to ues for the 40 days preceding Christmas. Fasting

Him by grace and become God-like by theosis. By ex- helps us to remember God throughout each busy day,
tension, we affirm that God knew us first, even from and to train our wills to submit to the will of God. The
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to know Him. God loved us first, even when we were lifestyle, joy, and love. May God bless each of us with

sinners, and therefore makes it possible for us to love.
He connected and united Himself to us first, so that we
too may connect and be united to Him. In other November 15thDecember 11th

words, we can do nothing of our OWI-'I accord, but for Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday:
the grace, mercy, power, condescension, and love of No. meat or dairy, Fish, wine and oil allowed
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a fruitful and joyful Nativity season.

possible for us to become God-like, and God-bearers. ~Wine and oil are allowed on major feastdays (Dec.
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the Eucharist, the fountain of immortality. In the All other weekdays are Strict Fast days
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to meet us, to connect with us, to unite Himself to us,
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His power. It is only because He comes to us AVIL:J I]Z‘Hé BA—I%
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vine nature. uesday, January 5th, 201

Itis my hope and prayer that we grow our faith to be- Archpastoral visit of His Eminence
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mos
prayer that we strive to become Christ-like towards
others and be people of mercy, compassion, and love. Vesperal Divine Liturgy begins at 5 pm
It is my hope and prayer that we come often to meet Blessing of the Waters follows
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hope and prayer that His Strength (power) is made
perfect in our weakness. Finally, it is my hope and
prayer that we truly are united with Christ and be- Saturday, February 6th?
come God-E1 EUT UUS ww? Ul wadUw) i UUUy Byzartine ChaniWorkéhaE U 0 w( w
EOQwEI EOOPOT wbUwEaw&OEz Uwl UEET ? ®respytera Stacey Dorrance
8:30 AM-thru Great Vespers

With love in Christ,

Friday & Saturday, February 12th &13th
Marriage Retreat
Fr. Photios Dumont

+Father Gerasimos
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STEWARDSHIP REPORT

ORTHODOXHRISTIANSTEWARDSHIP

STEWARDSHIRNDTHESTEWARD

Orthodox Christian Stewardship is a way of life, which acknowledges accountability, reverence, and responsibility before
God. A primary goal of stewardship is to promote spiritual growth and strengthen faith. Becoming a steward begins when
we believe in God, to whom we give our love, loyalty and trust and act on those beliefs. As stewards, we affirm that every
aspect of our lives comes as a gift from Him. Stewardship calls on the faithful to cheerfully offer back to God a portion of

the gifts with which we have been blessed.

An Orthodox Christian Steward is an active participant in the life of the Church. The parish encourages all who accept the
Orthodox Faith to become practicing stewards. Each year the steward is expected to carefully review his or her personal
circumstances and make a commitment of time, talent, and treasure to support the parish and her ministries, which in

turn support the national ministries of our Archdiocese, Metropolises, and institutions.

STEWARDSHIRNDBUDGET

A successful stewardship program should provide for parish ministries and the entire operating budget as well as the
growth of those ministries. The parish should not find it necessary to depend on fuaiding events to meet its financial
responsibilities. When a parish enters into the stewardship program, profits from such efforts should be seen as commu-
nity events and outreach opportunities, with proceeds going to the philanthropic work of the Church. All parishioners
should declare their annual commitment, freely, by submitting an Orthodox Christian Stewardship Commitment Card.
The fundamental premise of stewardship is frewill giving, with each individual giving as he or she is able in order to
advance the ministries of the Church. In accordance with the principle of fag#l giving, there is no minimum or maxi-
mum stewardship commitment. Please patrticipate in our 2010 Orthodox Christian Stewardship Program.

TREASUREROGS REPORT a. k. a. Photinids Phund

Tidings from your Treasurer. For the month of October we received $13,68288 of Income out of which our ex-

penses were $12,503.23 Our stewardship for October was $12,835..00 which | say thank you, we have budgeted
for $8,958.37 which means we were over by $3876.63 for this month. Thank you very much for all your faithful-

ness and giving. Please remember your pledge as we get close to the year end. If you have a question please call me
In Christ, Bonnie/Photini

AMy soul yearns after God and | seek Him in tears. O merciful Lo
bly entreat Thy mercy: pour unto my sinful self the grace of Thy Holy Spirit. O Lord, grant me Thy spirit of hu-

mility that | | ose not. Thy grace again for weep not for it as A
Mt Athos - St. Silouan.
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-Philia News and Events:

T We will not be having a December meeting. In it's place will be a festive White Elephant Party
on Dec. 20th. All women of the parish are invited.

T Philia members will be supporting and facilitating the all -parish St. Nicolas Project. Our project
this year is "Filling the Pantry" at the St. Innocent Orphanage for boys in Mexico. Parishioners
will find copies of their needs list on the serving table in the Fellowship Hall.

1 Coming events: Sunday, January 6th - Vasilopita Auction - All women of the Parish are invited
to bake Vasilopita for this event.

T The Philia has been stocked with holiday items. All items have been donated and the money
from the sale of the items goes to Philia. You are invited to check out this display for gifts or even
a special treat to yourself.

T It was decided that the Philia meetings would be held on the Third Thursday of each month,
starting at 6:30 PM. All monthly Philia meetings and events are open to all women of our Parish.
Your input is appreciated.

Gloria Zeazeas'immons

Our Statement of Purpose is as follows: Philia provides us with an opportunity for prayer, spiritual growth,
service to our parish & our community, and fellowship. Philia serves as a concrete way for us to act on our

love of the Lord and others

Outreach and Evangelism: Feeding the Homeless: You are invited to join a group from St. George
that will be helping feed the Homeless who gather at a breakfast sponsored by St. John the Wonderworker on
the first Saturday of every month. Help is need on the first Friday of each month from 2:30 -4:30 PM, to pre-
pare the meal. Then on Saturday, help is needed from 8:1510:15 (setup and serving the meal), and from 9:30
12n (serving and cleanup). If this opportunity for outreach interests you please contact me. We are looking
for six to eight people who would commit to helping. Recycle4Charity 8 We are participating in a recycling
program to help support missions and evangelism work. Please help us by giving us your used printer ink
cartridges.

ST. GEORGE BOOKSTORE

St George Bookstore Is alive and renewed! Please stop by and check out all the new books, hand censors,
and a few new icons. If there is a book, or icon that is not in the bookstore please contact me or leave me a
note so that if | can get it, | will. We have a wish list as we grow. More bookshelves and a display case would
be wonderful.

Thank God for blessing us with this wonderful opportunity to learn and grow together.

Photini/Bonnie Graham




PARISH SPOTLIGHT

Gloria was born in Portland and baptized at Holy
Trinity Greek Orthodox Church. She lived there
through her school years, then moved to Eugene in
1969 and married John in 1975. They have 4 chil-
dren and 8 grandchildren. Gloria has worked for
the: Police Department as a Crime Prevention Spe-
cialist; Hospice as a grief counselor; and as a Geriat-
ric Social Worker. In addition to raising a family

and working Gloria has faithfully and devotedly
served the Church. Currently, Gloria serves as
Chairperson of the newly
Group. She also has served faithfully in whatever
philanthropic endeavor the parish has taken on.

John was born and raised in Auburn, CA and
moved to Eugene to attend the U of O. He was
raised a Methodist and involved in Church Leader-
ship activities for many years. John works as a Life
Insurance Agent and remains very involved in the
Eugene community. John started coming to church
with Gloria back in the early days of the parish and
supported her involvement in church activities. He
really enjoyed the visits of Frank Schaffer and Fr.
Peter Gillquist and feels like they really influenced
him in a positive way. John was received into the
Church by Chrismation earlier this year.

Gloria and John both truly have the heart of a ser-
vant leader and work tirelessly in whatever they are
involved in. The parish, the Eugene community,
and especially their family, are better because of it.
We are blessed to have them as a part of our church
family.
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December Celebrations
Birthdays

8th-Lyssa McCready
10th-Leo Hall
18th-Katherine Grenier, Stephen Shoemaker,
John Timmons
22nd-Lisa Lilles
23rd-Andreas Volz, Timothy Kaelin

Feast Days

6th-St Nicholas the Wonderworker
Nicholas Markopoulos, Nick Skrepetos, Niko
Lilles, Nikolai Lilles
9th-St. Anna
Ann Leith, Ann Marie Kaelin
24th-St. Eugenia, Nun Martyr
Lyssa MeCready
25th-Nativity
Gloria Zeazeas Timmons
26th-St. Joseph the Betrothed
formed o Phde&éaﬁrd’ll Wo mends

27th-St. Stephen

Steven Shoemaker, Stephen Kaelin, Stephanie

Carroll

Wedding Anniversaries

*15th -Duncans, Grahams, Groomers
28th-Richard and Melita Green
31st-Pete and Katharine Drakatos

Many Years! Chronia Polla!

If your name does not appear here it is because w
dondét have an I nformat
Please help us by filling one out!
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News and Events

Father Melitios Webber visited St. George on Saturday,
November 14th and gave a most-inspired talk on the
Church and other matters of our Orthodox Faith. Thank
you Fr. Melitios!

1 A Parish Assembly was held on Sunday, No-
vember22nd: 31 PUw UUI OEOaz UwOED
cuss and approve a budget for calendar year 2010. The
budget presented did get approved unanimously and cop-
ies can be obtained from Bonnie Graham.

T St. Nicholas Project: This year we will be collecting
food, toiletries, and cleaning products to stock the pantry
at St. Innocent Orphanage in Tijuana, Mexico. Informational flyers that list their most urgent needs are
available all around the church. Let us emulate the giving of St. Nicholas and do our part to support this
Orthodox boys orphanage. See the members of our Philia group for more information.

Have a Merry Greek Christmas Bake Sale: Orders can be picked-up Thursday-Sunday 12/3-12/6 and
12/10-hul v hut B ww3 T EOOUWUOWEOOWOT wa OUwpkT OQwi 1 OxI EwbpbDUT |
Parish Council Elections: Elections for the 2010 Parish Council will take place on Sunday, December
6th, following the Divine Services. You will have until 1 PM that day to complete a ballot and vote. Ab-
sentee ballots can be obtained by contacting Joanie Rundt. They must be received by 1 PM that day in
order to be counted. There are 3 open positions for the 2010 Council.

Pos Baptism: You are invited to the Baptism of Nikolas Pos, the son of Ty and Maria Pos, on Sunday,
December 6th at 1 PM. The Pos family recently relocated here from Pocatello, Idaho. Godparents are
Elias and Rebeca Groomer. May he live for us!

Orthodox Christian Fellowship:  OCF will meet twice in December; Sunday the 6th at 5 PM, here at
the church, and Sunday the 20th, 7 PM, at the University of Oregon.

Sunday School Christmas Program: Our annual Sunday School Christmas program will take place on
Sunday, December 20th, following the Divine Services.

Long Range Planning Committee: 6 1 wi EYT wET T OQwl YT QwUOT T w?T Ul 1T Quw
proceed with the Picnic Area. This work will begin in earnest in December. The committee is also doing
the due diligence necessary in regards to Senior Housing. The committee also is looking into Clergy
Housing.

Vasilopita Auction: Our annual Vasilopita Auction will take place on Sunday, January 10th, following
the Divine Services. Please plan on joining us that day and helping support St. Basil Academy.

Greeters Ministry: The Greeters Ministry is looking for additional volunteers. Please see Joanie Rundt
if you would like to become a Greeter.

A blessed Nativity to all! Christ is born; Glorify Him

Prayer Fellowship : Please include the following names in your daily devotions. Helene, Katherine, Gloria,
John, Chris, Chase, Jo Ann, Fred, Panayiotis, Kevin, Demetrios, John, Tom, Angel, Charlie, Stephanie, Joey,
Leo, Xenia, Gary, Froso, Andriana, Liana, Rebeca, Nancy and their unborn children, Matties and Ann Marie,
Angel, Jesse, Anna
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12/6 12/13 12/20 12/25 12/27
COFFEE HOUR Hauser Dunc;;m& Gra- Markopoulos
GREETER Larissa Lilles J. Sebastian E. Boston S. Carroll
PROSFORON Litke Lilles Hauser Litke Lilles
FLOWERS
READERS Brad Thomas | Brad Thomas | Brad Thomas Brad Thomas Brad Thomas
NARTHEX CLEANUP Green Carroll Kaelin Lenkoff Green
NAVE CLEANUP Lenkoff Hauser Kaelin Lisa Lilles Lenkoff

GET INVOLVED

Look through this list of organizations, programs, and ministries at our parish,

Acolytes
Bookstore

Philiawo me n 0 s

Church School
Chanter

Friends of St. John Convent

Coffee Hour
Parish Council
Greeters
Outreach
O.C.F.

then call the contact person and get involved!!

Mark Hauserii541-928-5775
Bonnie Graham 9143381

Gr o0 u pGloria Zeazeaslimmonsd 484-0575

Lisa Lillesd 746-5592

Brad Thomasd 689-9690
Art Mehaso 485-8671

Pete Drakatosii 687-6789
Neal Zoumboukos 3444485
Joan Rundti 683-1380
Bonnie Graham®14-3381
Father Jerry683-3519

St. George Greek Orthodox Churéh(541) 683-3519, Fr. Gerasimos (Jerry) Markopoulos
E-mail address: frgerasimos@sntgrg.org " I U U EVebsité:uwww.stgeorgeor.org

Articles for the Agapé Articles are due by the0t of the monthto Fr. Jerry whose email address is

frgerasi mos@sntgrg. org I f you dondot h at8F35®mali



Fi xing our Eyes on Jesus Christe.

Orthodoxy Locally in a Unified and Collective Way

You are invited to a ParOrthodox Mission Summit

Where: St. Patrick Chapel
Blanchet Catholic School
4373 Market Street NE
Salem, Oregon
When: Saturday December 12, 2009
Liturgy 9:30am, refreshments
Summit 11:30
Lunch 1:30
Summit ending at 4:00pm
Panelists:
Catherine Lingas
Fr. John Finley
Mat. Mona Soot
Fr. Steven Soot
Fr. Matthew Tate
Moderating:
Fr. Theodore Dorrance

This summit is for anyone interested in missions and evangelism and there is
no fee to attend. We will be discussing ways in which we can work together to
share the Good News in this ANone Zoneo
dition we will be looking at outreach opportunities and ways to give witness to
our Orthodox Christian Faith. We hope that you can join us!

Contact : Eva Walters,

503.390.7948, swalters7948@comcast.net

Sponsored by: Greek Orthodox Mission Church of Salem
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