Welcome to St. George Church!
For first time visitors to our site, and to our Church, we welcome you!  This page contains some basic information about our parish and Orthodox worship for those who haven’t experienced it yet.
Many of the visitors and members of our Church come from a variety of backgrounds and experiences. Our experience is that expectations vary widely (and sometimes wildly!), so this page will get you started!
We are precisely the same Church across the globe, and across time, preaching the Gospel, teaching the Lord’s commandments, and worshiping God in spirit and in Truth just as we have these many centuries.
In fact, our newest service is 1,300 years old!
To start with, we want you to know at least this much:
You are welcome here. We are always honored to have visitors join us for prayer and worship.
You won’t be asked to do anything which would make you uncomfortable.
We don’t expect visitors to contribute anything to the financial support of our parish or our programs.
Our children worship with us. If you have young children, they are welcome here, too. If you need to step to the back of the Church with your child for any reason, you are not disturbing us. We expect Christian children to be raised in the Church and to do that, they have to be in the Church.
All of our facilities are handicap accessible. If you need any assistance at all, please let us know. We are here to be of service to you.
If you are an Orthodox Christian, and you have prepared yourself to receive Holy Communion according to your Spiritual Father’s direction, try to introduce yourself to Fr. Jerry before the service. You are welcome to approach the chalice.
We are part of the worldwide Orthodox Church – the oldest Christian Church in the world. This is not a theological statement, it is an historical one. And in every part of the world, there are Orthodox Christians, Churches and missions:  in traditionally Orthodox countries like Russia, Greece, Romania, Serbia, the Middle East, and India but also in Japan, China, the Philippines, throughout Europe including Germany, France, Poland, Finland, across the British Isles, throughout the African continent including Ghana, Nigeria, Tanzania, Uganda, South Africa, and across Central and South America.
In fact, the only religious structure of any kind on the entire continent of Antarctica is the Orthodox Christian one!
Join Us: “Greetings” in the Name of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ
 Many thousands have made the journey from where they are into the Orthodox Christian faith. This is sometimes referred to as the Eastern Orthodox Church (after all, Christianity is an eastern faith) or sometimes by the nation they are in, i.e. Russian Orthodox, Greek Orthodox, Japanese Orthodox, etc.) It is the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church founded by our Lord Jesus Christ.
Here are a few things you should know right up front.
The Orthodox Church is Orthodox;
· Orthodox in doctrine, 
· Orthodox in morals, 
· Orthodox in Worship. 
If you’re looking for an orthodox Christian Church, this is it.
Christianity is not something to think about, it is something to do.  Reading the Holy Scriptures, receiving the Holy Mysteries (sacraments), prayer, worship, spiritual life, and most of all Truth in Love.  
St. Maximos the Confessor said, “Theology without action is the theology of demons.”
This is original issue Christianity: Our faith is much older than most ‘expressions’ of Christianity. Our newest service is about 1,300 years old! 
How to Join
Relax! It is a joyful and well worn path, with many souls who have made this journey before you, and many more will come after you.
Therefore, let’s start with the basics.
Step One: Conversion to Christ: St. Paul himself tells us what this Gospel – which means ‘Good News’ – consists of: For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep.  Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. (1 Corinthians 15:3-8)
That is the Gospel. What is so ‘Good’ about it? This is the Good News preached to all nations. Is it really Good News? Let’s have another look at what the Gospel actually is;
That Christ died for our sins, in accordance with the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He arose on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and appeared to many.
Christ died for our sins. We have freedom in the Living God if we accept Him! We become inheritors of Eternal Life! What could be easier! Acceptance of the Gospel of Christ is what we call conversion. It seems elementary, but sometimes we forget what the Gospel is, and why we convert. Conversion means belief and acceptance in Jesus Christ, the God-man, as the Savior of the world. Orthodox Christians believe you must be converted every day- every day – and everyone must start with this step if they desire to make spiritual progress and be saved.
Step Two: Repentance 
There is no salvation without repentance. One must repent of our sins, both voluntary and involuntary, of word, deed, and even thought! Repentance is the gateway to forgiveness and the Kingdom of heaven. After this, one must find a local Orthodox Church. There is an ancient Christian saying; One Christian is no Christian.
To become a member of the Body of Christ means connection with other believers. Without this vital connection, Christianity becomes an interesting study or personality cult. We believe that Christianity is a living faith, and therefore must be received from living persons. Your introduction to the local clergy and community will enrich you and benefit you in many ways. It will be a time of learning how the Church does Scripture reading, prayer, fasting, tithing, almsgiving, charity, interior life and evangelism.
You will make new friends; acquire new disciplines and skills that will make you a better and more loving Christian.
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When one desires to become a member of the Body of Christ, a period of instruction is necessary. From the earliest days of the Church, this was called the Catechumenate, and those wishing to join were called catechumens. One must know the Gospel (see above). One must know what the Church is, and isn’t; what membership in the Church means, responsibilities and expectations for members, benefits of membership, and what discipleship means to believers in Christ Jesus. We host “Inquirers” classes on a regular basis as well as “Open Houses” and Church Tours. 
Your situation is not unique. You may be making this journey of faith alone. You may be coming with your family, or with friends. You may be a clergyman, leading your flock to the Safe Haven. You may be part of a large group yearning for inclusion in the Church. Whatever your situation is, you can be assured that many of come that way before you.
Many of the stories published on Journey To Orthodoxy will show you that there are a multitude of ways leading to the Orthodox Christian faith. Your story may be published next!
The time you spend as a catechumen is time well spent. You’ll not only have the chance to learn more about the Orthodox faith, but you’ll also have the chance to immerse yourself into the Orthodox way of life. You may get impatient (many of us did!) for your entrance into the Church, but make no mistake, in no time, your catechumenate will have come to an end, and you’ll be a member of the One, Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church once and for all!

Entry into The Church
Your entrance into the Church will culminate with the service of Baptism and/or Chrismation and receiving the Holy Eucharist.
Baptism
As commanded by our Lord Himself, we receive baptism, “In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. (Matthew 28: 19-20)” If you are not already baptized you will receive baptism by immersion according to the command of our Lord Jesus Christ. Baptism washes away our sins, and makes us members of the Body of Christ. There is no other way to become a Christian, and enter the Church. Baptism is necessary for us if we are to become disciples of Christ, and every single believer in Jesus Christ must receive baptism. With the waters of baptism, the sins of our past are washed away, and we emerge a new creation, alive in Christ Jesus. As St. Paul says: Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death…For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.  (Romans 6:3-5)
 Chrismation
We are sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit through life-giving Chrismation. (Romans 8, 1 Cor. 6) As St. Paul says, “But it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has commissioned us; He has put his seal upon us and given us His Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.  (2 Cor. 1:21-22)”As baptism is a person’s participation in the death and resurrection of Christ, so Chrismation is a person’s participation in the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. We live life in the Holy Spirit, Who is the Giver of Life, and since there is no such thing as a ‘half-Christian’ all those who are baptized receive the Holy Spirit in the Mystery of Chrismation. In western Christendom, Chrismation became known as Confirmation and was moved to after the first communion. The Orthodox Church retains the ancient practice following the type of the consecration of the Old Testament High Priest.
Eucharist
And we become partakers of Divine Nature (1 Peter 1:4) by keeping the command of our Lord Jesus Christ who ordered us to, “Do this in remembrance of Me. (Matthew 26.26-28; Mark 14.22-25; Luke 22.14-19)” because, as He said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in you;  he who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.  For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink.”  (John 6:53-56). There is nothing to add or subtract from the words of the Lord here. It is our great joy to obey and receive His Holy Mysteries for the sanctification and salvation of our souls.
Mystagogy
Finally, you will enter into a period of time which we call Mystagogy, which means ‘initiation into the Holy Mysteries.’ This is, above all, a life of discipleship. The life of an Orthodox Christian is a life devoted to Christ in every way. Prayer, fasting, tithing, almsgiving – love in action in every part of our lives. Above all, your life journey has not been unfruitful, and is about to begin a new and exciting chapter. This period of time is exciting as you will be participating in the Holy Mysteries, acquiring more skill with interior life, entering more deeply into the stream and rhythm of the Church’s prayer, and reaching out to your friends, neighbors and acquaintances with a deeper experience of love and charity than ever before.
Your life as a disciple of Christ will take on a deeper connection, as you learn to be spiritually watchful, applying the words of Scripture to your spiritual life under the guidance of an experienced spiritual father and guide. You’ll learn to recognize the glimmers of temptation and reject them noetically. The Bible will come alive in an entirely unexpected way as you sing and pray the words of Scripture at every liturgical service throughout the year! And your experience of worship will surge into your new life as a powerful experience of heaven on earth.
The Lord really does make all things new!
Are you ready for the journey of your lifetime?
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