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Dearly Beloved In The Lord, Christ is Risen! Truly He is Risen!

“Come receive the Light, from the Light; which is never overtaken by night; and glorify Christ, Who
is risen from the dead”

What a glorious Pascha we shared together again this year! It is such a blessing to celebrate the Lord’s Resur-
rection with you and now to bask in the glow for these forty days. The light of Pascha seems to illumine even
more brightly, the very best aspects of this community. Our family is grateful to each and every one of you
for your participation in this Eucharistic community, and for everything you do and give. We look forward
to many more years together with you!

Pascha also seems to produce a great deal of momentum going forward. For instance, you'll read in the fol-
lowing pages that five new families were added to the list of Stewards in April and that we are well within
reach of meeting our stewardship goals for this year. You'll also read that the number Catechumens enrolled
is now back in the teens, continuing a blessed trend from last year. You'll also read that the new ministries
we introduced over the last year are taking root and growing. Glory to God for all things!

I guess we could just sit back, relax and enjoy? You know, eat, drink, be merry, and rest on our laurels. Ex-
cept, God doesn't seem to have that attitude. Our God, Who blesses those who give; Who is sending waves
of those seeking Him to the Orthodox Church; Who calls upon us to love and reach out to our neighbor,
never rests. He is also the source of the momentum, so in a real sense, the laurels aren’t really ours to rest
upon. So now what? In his pastoral letter to the Philippians, St. Paul wrote the following, “He who began a
good work in us will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus”. Seems to me that St. Paul is in-
structing the faithful in Philippi to “carry on” and keep doing so until Christ’s return. Sounds like good ad-
vice for us too, the faithful in Eugene. The antithesis of “carrying on” of course is doing nothing but worry-
ing about the growth of our church. It is like planting a garden and then just sitting there worrying about
whether or not anything will grow. This is not God’s will nor is it what we are instructed to do. God says,
don’t worry about the growth of your church, keep watering, fertilizing, cultivating, weeding and pruning.
In other words, remain faithful to My purposes for the Church and “carry on, and on, and on...”.

It might be helpful to recap what God’s purposes are for the Church. First, the Church exists to worship God,
for worship is the highest expression of our love for God. Second, the Church exists to minister to the needs
of others; to be of service out of love for our neighbor. Third, the Church exists to “make disciples” and wit-
ness to the Way, Truth, and Life. Fourth, the Church exists to “baptize” and bring all people into community.
Fifth, the Church exists to instruct and guide us on how to be changed, transformed, become holy, and attain
God-likeness. These are the things we must remain faithful to if we are to be the Church. And everything we
do as the Church, should be aligned with these purposes. Over the last year, we have been engaged in strate-
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gic planning efforts which have produced a number of
strategic initiatives ( a fancy way of defining ways in
which we are “carrying on”). Some have already been
done (feeding the homeless-Service) and some are in
process (picnic area-Fellowship). In the space remain-
ing, I want to share with you several more of these ini-
tiatives.

“Supper for Six” is an excellent way for people in the
parish to get better acquainted. Groups of 3 pairs meet
once per month for three months, with each pair tak-
ing turns hosting. The groups can meet at homes or at
a restaurant for supper and an activity after the meal.
After three months, new groups are formed and the
process continues. The goal is for our entire parish to
grow closer.

OCF House: Efforts are underway to establish a resi-
dence near the U of O campus which will offer Ortho-
dox Christian students both a place to gather, and also
offer them a place to live during their college years.

Chant Group: The goal is to have a group of chanters
assisting in the Divine Services.

“Young Family Group” is an excellent way to do small
group ministry that meets the needs of both parents
and youth. Families would take turns hosting a gath-
ering each month, either at their home or at another
location, with food and activities planned.

Seminars: Continuing with what was started with the
marriage seminar, we will be offering issue specific
seminars for our parishioners.  Seminars being
planned include: Estate Planning, Healthcare and End
of Life Decision Making; and Grief and Loss. Plans are
also being made to repeat the marriage seminar.

It should be easy to see that these initiatives, and the
ones already started or in process, are indeed aligned
with God” purposes for the Church. So it is up to us to
remain faithful to them, and “carry on”. If we do, then
God will continue to grow our parish. If we do, He
will continue to bless us with catechumens. He will
continue the good work that He started here in
Eugene. I hope that you will choose to be a participant
in this “good work” to the glory of God and for the
benefit of your soul. May it be blessed!

+Father Jerry
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P.C. President’s Message

OApril showers bring
that has really seemed to be true this year. Dur-
ing the showers the concrete was poured for our
picnic shelter and it is on its way to hopefully be
completed for our use later this summer. A spe-
cial othank youd goes to
Forest Products for donating rebar and lumber to

help make the project possible. Stop outside and
watch the progress. We are growing in our struc-

tures and also in our catechumens.

May

The many blessings we receive from God can en-
rich our lives. It is important for each one of us
to use our individual talents to support our
church. This can be in many forms of steward-
ship; tithing or half tithing, selling tickets to the
Glendi, volunteering time to help with church
maintenance, coffee hour, projects and special
events. Thank you for all you do and please look
or ask; What more can | do for my church? Your
Parish Council is dedicated to helping you in any

way possible.

OWhen you have done some:
ber the words o6without M
i ngd (Johnlb5:5) St. Mar |
by Godods grace. Chri st o

Parish Council President, Kay Mehas.

Save the Dates

2EUVUUUEEaOuw, EawWwWlil oww( Uz U
2UO0EEaOw, EawNUT oww, O0T 1 U:
ing of the foundation of our new picnic area.
Wednesday, May 12th: Leave-taking of Pascha
Thursday, May 13th: Holy Ascension

Sunday, May 23rd: Pentecost| no fasting the
week after Pentecost

Monday, May 24th: Day of the Holy Spirit

Monday, May 31st: Memorial Day; Apostles
Fast begins and runs until June 29



[AGAPE Page 3

MAY STEWARDSHIP REPORT

Thank you very much to the five families who filled out Stewardship Cards in April and
pledged over fifty -five hundred dollars toward our goal for 2010.

This brings our total number of Stewards to fifty -three (53) and  our commitment to
Saint George to $105,250. Thank you very much.

If you have not filled a Stewardship Card for 2010, please do so soon. Be counted with
your fellow parishioners

Neal Zoumboukos
SPECIAL FUNDS LETTER REGARDING THE PICNIC SHELTER

Dear Friends,

On Sunday, August 16 of last year, our Parish Assembly unanimously approved the construction of our pic-
nic shelter which will include a storage area. Plans and permits have been submitted and approved. Seed
money, rebar and some of the lumber has already been donated. Now is the time for our funding-raising plan
to go into action. As you may recall, our goal is to have fifty families in our parish donate $100 per year for
the next three years over-and-above their stewardship. This will net us $15,000 which we estimated would
be the cost of the shelter even with the donated materials. Some families will be able to give more, others less,
some have already given; but we hope everyone in the parish will participate. Three hundred dollars over a
three year period is less than twenty-eight cents a day. Put a quarter in a piggy bank everyday and at the end
of year you will have saved $91.25 of that $100. If you start now and put a dollar a day away, you'll be done
before Christmas; or if you can sustain the dollar a day, you can help the project that much more. Whatever
you are able to do is great, but please participate. When bringing your donation to church, please indicate on
the “Offering” envelope that your gift is for the building fund. Or if you plan to combine your contribution
with stewardship, please indicate how much should go to stewardship and how much to the building fund.
And let’s not forget that when the concrete is down and the lumber is going up, come and add your time and
talent to your treasure. It will be a lot of fun and very worthwhile. The long-range planning committee and
the parish council would like to thank you very much for your unanimous approval of this project, which
will help to bring our parish closer together in fellowship.

Yours in Christ,

Neal Zoumboukos

Treasurer’s Report: Tidings from your Treasurer .| For the month of March we received $6,716.75 of Income out

of which our expenses were $8,576.31. Our stewardship for March was $4,095.00 which | say thank you, we

have budgeted for $9.254.58 which means we were short by $5,159.58 for this month. Thank you very much for

all your faithfulness and giving. Please remember your pledge is what keeps our Church going, so please keep up the

wonderful giving, and have a blessed month. If you have a question please call me.

In Christ, Bonnie/Photini

Awhen you |l ook upon the icon of the Mother of God with Her Etern
was united with human nature, glorify the goodness and omnipotence of God, and, recognizing your own dignity,

as man, live worthily of the high calling to which you are called in Christ 8 thatis, the calling of a child of God and

an heir to the eternal Kingdom.: .20 St. John of Kronstadt.
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.LIVING IN THE LIGHT OF THE RESURRECTION by Philip Mamalakis

One of the beautiful traditions we have in the Orthodox Church is our Paschal Resurrection service. With the church dark-
ened, the priest comes out with the Ilight of Chri
those in darkness. 6 The altar boys and parish cou
the church, filling it with brightness. This is such a powerful experience that many people who do not set foot in church all
year will still be present at this one service. | remember this well as a child. After the service, exhausted and wired, we would
try to see if we could bring the light home. Sometimes it would be windy or rainy and our goal would be just to get the light
to the car. Once in the <car, we tried to get t h
full! Weary-ey e d, hol ding an open flame in the car, (whi
of Christ into our homes. Why? Because our homes are the places where we live our lives, spend most of our days, and we
knew that this is where the light of Christ belonged and it was also a lot of fun! We need Christ in our homes because it is
here where we learn about life and relationships. We learn how to love, how to be patient, and how to forgive. In our homes
we | earn what to expect from others and what to d
world and how to live in it. Our homes are where our souls our shaped in the day-to-day activities of life. The light of Christ
needs to be in that place as that is happeningfi illuminating all.

The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall | fear. The Lord is the strength of my life;B$aimarshall | be

But what do we do with this light when we bring it into our house? How do we bring the light of Christ into our homes, into
our families? Where do we put it? Does it have aut
physically bringing the light of Christ home. Where do we place this candle in our home? The light came from the altar of the
Church and belongs at the altar area, or prayer area, of the home. Does your home have a space, part of a room or maybe in
the hallway, that is set apart for family prayer? Do you gather as a family for prayer? Do you have a place to keep a candilifi a
vigil lightfi that can be lit with the Paschal light? In that place you might hang your icons, maybe keep a censer, some holy
water, a palm from Palm Sunday, a bible, a prayer book, and maybe a book of hymns. This place is set apart to come together
as a family to pray, read the Bible, and to sing on a regular basis. We need to prepare a special place in our homes to receive

the light of Christ. We wer endét al ways successful bri ngi nfgsontetimes
from the wind, and sometimes from a sibling, wh o
the light is extinguished? Do we ever blow out tHh

carry the light of Christ, we are the light of Christ. And on Pascha, we bring that light of Christ into our homes as we carry
the light of Christ in our hearts. Does the light of Christ have a place in our hearts? The purpose of the external traditions
and practices of the Church is to nurture the internal reality of living with Christ in our homes by living with Christ in our
hearts.

You are t he-Mithewb:i4 of t he worl d. o

For fifty days we live in the light of the Resurrection. That is, we receive the light of Christ in our hearts by living according
to the Light, as children of God, according to the values and virtues of the Kingdom of God, according to His command-
ments, which are lights that guide us. We live in the light of the resurrection by living as peacemakers (James 3;18), nurturing
forgiveness (Matthew 6:12-16), learning to love (Matthew 22:35-40; | Corinthians 13:3), being slow to anger and quick to lis-
ten (James 1:19), hungering and thirsting after righteousness (Matthew 5:6), being patient, kind, longsuffering, gentle (I Co-
rinthians 134)f OK, t hat doesndt sound much | i ke mealti me
goalii or ratherii Christ is still working towards this goal in us as we walk in the light of His resurrection. As we receive
Christ into our hearts, by striving to live as Children of God in our homes, we experience that warmth and peace in our
homes that comes from the Light of Christfi from the love of Christ that shines forth on Pascha. We are invited on Pascha
night to take home the light in our cars, that we may take it home in our hearts.

Christ is Risen!

afraid.

pl a

at

Dr. Philip Mamalakis and his wife, Georgia live in Boston Massachusetts with their seven childrentddy. Mam

Professor of Pastoral Care at Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology, where he also helps
Program. He has a Master of Divinity from Holy Cross, and a PhD in Child Development and Familyr§
in marriage and family from Purdue University.
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From the Bookstore:

OK, let me be upfront with you. There are many reasons,
nearly all good 1 think, to buy books, but I need to tell you
this is my personal favoritddrthodox book in my own
library of 100 or so Orthodox texts. | return to peruse it
often. Now you know. | think you should introduce it to
your home, too. This month's review is of EVLOGEITE:
A Pilgrim's Guide to Greecewhich was published in
2002 by Mother Nectaria, an American monastic. Are you
of Greek heritage? [do you know someone who is . . .7]
Are you Orthodox? [read this and you will finish the jour-
ney if you are on the way] Are you interested in the lives of
the saints who have lived in and blessed Greece and all Or-
thodoxy? (and who speak to us even now) Would you like
to travel (again?) to Greece? Do you want to know more
of the life of St. Cosmas? St. Nectarios? St. Nicholas? St.
Spyridon and many dozens of others? How about Mt.
Athos? Are icons important to you? My point, of course, is
that there is a wealth of fascinating things -- spiritual, cul-
tural, inspirational and historical in Evlogeite that should
attract nearly all of us. My words will never do justice to
the wonder of the contents in Evlogeite. | have acquai-
tances from Portland who used this book as their ‘tour
guide' for an extended trip to Greece. They couldn't even
begin to fit it all in over a couple of months. So what do we
have here? Mother Nectaria personally visited hundreds of
living sites of the Greek church: monasteries, churches,
cathedrals, sites of repose for the veritable army of monas-
tics now gone to the Church Triumphant and other places
of significance. She has met those there and speaks first-
hand of her extraordinary experience in compiling the in-
formation for this book.

A bit about the organization of the book. Mother Nectaria
divided up her experience into 32 chapters cris-crossing
Greece geographically. We are led from Philippi near the
northern Bulgarian border to deep into the Pelopon-

nese. From Corfu on the west to the Aegean islands just
off the Turkish coast on the east of Greece. And, of
course, throughout the islands. This is a 1000 page feast of
information presented in very readable form. Add to that
many hundreds of photos with a number in spectacular
color. Add to this more than 30 largely hand drawn maps
which include all sites found in the book. Further, there are
somewhat more scholarly endnotes to each chapter taking
the reader deeper, should s/he wish to know more details
and history. Need more -- how about the Troparia for
many of the saints in the book and a listing of the feastdays
for each?

I have ordered just two copies which are en-route to our
bookstore. | would love to order more given proven de-
mand. | guarantee the two families that bring Evlogeite
into their homes will be blessed by its contents and glad
they did. You won't just read it once.

--Columba/Dave
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Mag C elebrations
Birthclags

2nd Michael Buck
3rd Melissa Aubin
7th Andrew Lilles
13th Neal Zoumboukos
14th Elena Kokkino
16th Michelle Hill
17th Benjamin Hauser
19th Kay Mehas
20th Art Mehas
24th Peter Zoumboukos
25th Maria Hauser
30th Brad Thomas

Feast Dags

5th St. Irene, Great Martyr
Irene Walters
8th St. Emilia
Emily Kaelin
21st Sts. Constantine and Helen
Eleni Boston, Liana Creech, Eliana Hauser,
Elena Kokkino, Elena Lilles, Lisa Lilles,
Eleni Radcliffe
23rd St. Mary, Holy Myrrh-bearer
Maria Hauser

chding Anniversaries

5th Fred & Jo Ann Kluge
17th John & Gloria Timmons
19th Bill & Eleni Radcliffe,
19th Art & Kay Mehas
24th Jerry & Joan Rundt

Mang Years! (Chronia Pollat
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Ncws and E_vcnts

I EOzUuw-1 pbn
On Holy Saturday, April 3rd we received into the Church, catechumens Erin Makela and Ashli
Moore. Erin took the name Mary after St. Mary of Egypt (April 1) and her sponsor is Ann Campbell.
Ashli took the name Bridget after St. Bridget of Ireland ( February 1) and her sponsor is Kay Mehas. May
they live for us!
Christ is risen! Truly He is risen!: What a glorious Pascha we had here again this year! Many thanks
to all of you who helped make it a truly blessed time.
Michael Creech had his forty-day blessing on Sunday, April 25th. May he live for us!

Pennies and Prayers:/ O1 EUIl WEOwa OUUwx EUUwUOwWUUxxOUUwWOT T w?/1

each year from Pascha to Pentecost. Proceeds collected go to support the mission and evangelism pro-
gram of our Metropolis. For years we were blessed to have Katherine Grenier coordinating this program
i OUwWOUUwWxEUPUT Bww( zOwl ExxawlUOwUl xOUUwUl ECw$s OPEU
Elias!

Helen Hatgis reposed in the Lord on Saturday, April 24th, at her home and surrounded by loved ones.
Helen had been unable to attend church for the last few years due to her declining health. May she rest
in peace and may her memory be eternal.

In April, Shannon Nakamoto, Anthony Masaccio, and Maria Buentiempo  were added to the roll
of Catechumens. They join Lester and Debi Wilson; Kellie Skrepetos, Billie and Cassie Barker; Lloyd Hall;
Brian Hill; Lee Griswold; and Brett, Cassandra and Shaeneh Batterson. Blessed is our God who wills that
all be saved and come to the knowledge of the Truth! Please pray for our catechumens!

Please join our lady's Book Club group, that meets at 6pm every other Tuesday just before Bible
Study. We are reading together, Fr. Meletios Webber's book, Bread and Water, Wine and OiDur
discussions range from deep to deeply entertaining, so come and join us! No need to call, just
show up! — — Annie Agah

St George's Annual Fundraiser, The Glendi, will be held on May 8th, 2010 at the Hilton. If you
haven’t yet done so, make sure to get your tickets right away. Invite family, Koumbaroi, and
friends to an evening in Greece! The Glendi is our only major fundraiser so your participation is
expected. More importantly, this is a great opportunity to promote the Greek Orthodox Faith
and culture to the Eugene community. If you have any questions or need tickets, please call
Arin at 541.579.4796 or Pete at 541.687.6789.

Picnic Area Update: As you can see, work has begun on the picnic area. Please join us on Sun-
day, May 9th, following the Divine Services for the blessing of the foundation of our new picnic
area. We will be organizing work parties soon to continue construction. Please lend a hand.
Please remember in prayer: our sister Leda Litke who is recovering from surgery; our sister Glo-
ria Zeazeas Timmons who is recovering from surgery; our brother John Timmons who is recov-
ering from surgery; Rebeca and Elias Groomer who are expecting a child; Susan and Michalis
Emmanouil who are expecting twins; Gus and Christina Mehas who are expecting a child; our
sister Stephanie who is recovering from surgery; Kevin who is recovery from a broken leg; and

health for Eleni, Innocent, Toula, Demetri, Gary, Matties.

w & U C
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5/16 5/23 5/30
COFFEE HOUR Volz Buck Agah Hauser Monroe
GREETER Jerry Rundt Larissa Lilles Ann Leith Liana Creech Joan Rundt
PROSFORON Hauser Litke Lilles Hauser Litke
FLOWERS
READERS Brad Thomas Brad Thomas | Brad Thomas Brad Thomas Brad Thomas
NARTHEX CLEANUP Green Kaelin Lenkoff Green
NAVE CLEANUP Lenkoff Hauser Kaelin Lisa Lilles Lenkoff

Look through this list of organizations, programs, and ministries at our parish,
then call the contact person and get involved!!

Parish Council

Kay Mehasi (541) 342-2621

Acolytes Mark Hauser 1541-928-5775
Bookstore David Shaferii(541) 234-2139
Philia-Wo me n 6 s Gr o0 u pGloria Zeazeas-Timmons 0 484-0575
Church School Lisa Lilles & 746-5592

Chanter Brad Thomas 8 689-9690

Friends of St. John Convent Art Mehas 0 485-8671

Fellowship Pete Drakatos fi 687-6789
Stewardship Neal Zoumboukosfi(541) 344-4485
Greeters Joan Rundt i 683-1380

Outreach Bonnie Graham-914-3381

O.C.F. Father Jerry-683-3519

St. George Greek Orthodox Church @ (541) 683-3519, Fr. Gerasimos (Jerry) Markopoulos
E-mail address: frgerasimos@sntgrg.org " 1 U U EMebsité:uwww.stgeorgeor.org

Articles for the Agape 0O Articles are due by the 20t of the month to Fr. Jerry whose email address is
frgerasi mos@sntgrg. org I f you dondt

h ae83R35ma i



Parish Spotlight

Leo & Debbie Hall

Leo and Debbie have been part of St. George Church community since the summer of 2005. Before
that, they had been searching for many years for the historical church. Both of them had been raised
Protestant, but both left their churches being “disenchanted” with the teachings. A coincidental
meeting with Stephanie Carroll led to them being invited to the baptism of Michelle Hill. Once in-
side the church, they knew that their search was over and that they had found what they were seek-

ing.
Debbie grew up in Pleasant Hill, went to Univ. of Oregon and graduated in Elementary Ed. Leo
grew up in San Diego, lived a short time in Alaska, and then went to Univ. of Oregon receiving his

Bachelor of Fine Arts (painting) degree. Leo and Debbie met in college. They were married in 1981.
They have three boys. Their oldest, Lloyd, is a catechumen.

Leo and Debbie were baptized into the Church on Holy Saturday, 2006, had their marriage blessed,
and have been involved ever since. Debbie is on the Parish Council, assists the Treasurer in fi-
nances, helps in cleaning the church, and organizes our many flower needs for Pascha. Leo’s in-
volvement has been limited lately due to health issues but his love for the community remains very
strong. They are a blessing to us and a testament that there are no coincidences.

Saint George Greek Orthodox Church
i 7 202 Hillview 1
' l}'\r Eugene, OR 97408-5018
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