
Dearly Beloved In The Lord,  

“Blessed are You our God, Who made the fishermen most wise by sending down upon them Your Holy Spirit, 
and through them, You drew the whole world into Your net; O Lover of mankind, glory to You”  

With these words we bear witness to the feast of Holy Pentecost and proclaim to all  the source of our inspi-
ration as Orthodox Christians living in the world.  For the world, Pentecost is a defining moment, and for us, 
a time for serious reflection on this sacred source of inspiration-the Holy Spirit of God.  The word “inspire” 
means, literally, “to breathe upon” and the word “spirituality”, which is at the root of the word “inspire”, 
means the state of having been breathed upon.  For this reason, the one who lives a life “in the Spirit”, is one 
who has been breathed upon.  This is one who has received the Holy Spirit as his/her life’s inspiration.  One 
whose life of emptiness and boredom has been transformed into a life of high purpose and fulfillment.  This 
is one whose life will be a source of inspiration for all those around them.   

It seems to me that many people are seeking to be “inspired” and live “inspired lives”.   Of course, many ex-
pect a “drive-thru” source of new inspiration; something quick and easy to bring them joy, peace, and hope.  
They tend to hang their hopes on empty dreams and frivolous outlooks as if true inspiration comes that way. 
We know of course that true inspiration comes to those who have prepared themselves to receive it, those 
who search, those who pray, those who struggle and persevere, those who remain faithful and trust in God.  
It is all about being prepared to receive it by always repenting, by always trusting in God, and by committing 
ourselves and our whole lives to Christ.   

That it was the Holy Spirit that transformed the fishermen into most wise cannot be denied.  That their trans-
formation was generated from without, cannot be denied either.  And that the Holy Spirit, that Giver of Life, 
that Comforter, that Spirit of truth, filled everything and was everywhere, most definitely cannot be denied.  
Therefore it also holds true that Holy Spirit, their source of power and transformation, is also ours as well 
today.  A real resource and true support, an everlasting joy here and now where we live, here and now where 
we work, here and now where we gather and pray.   It also needs to be said that the Holy Spirit is also the su-
preme executive in the Church.  That the Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit alone, is the agent of truth and infal-
libility in the Church. That the Holy Spirit is the chief “strategist” and the “ground” of truth and certainty in 
the Church.   Lest we get carried away! 

Equally as certain is the fact that the Father has poured out this Spirit upon all flesh and that all believing, but 
imperfect, Orthodox Christians, who have committed themselves to Christ, can become sacred vessels of the 
Holy Spirit.  All believers, though imperfect, are entitled to the gifts of the Holy Spirit and God gives them to 
those who seek them, freely and with His good pleasure.  We know that these gifts are a necessary provision 
for our spiritual growth.  We also know that these gifts gave the Apostles and all the Saints, the necessary 
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provision to discharge the commission and become 
effective witnesses of His Gospel.  But we need to be 
reminded of one more thing.  It is equally as true that 
these gifts are given to us to be used for the building 
up of the Church.  Therefore it is critical to make the 
power of Pentecost alive and real both in our lives and 
in the church.  Both we and the church need to be 
“charismatic” and prove ourselves to the world 
around us in the demonstration of the Spirit and in 
power.  A church, and a person, can have the Holy 
Spirit but He remains inoperative within him, if the 
gifts are not manifested.  A word of wisdom, a word of 
knowledge, faith, healing, miracles, prophecy, discern-
ing of spirits, tongues, and interpretation of tongues, 
are just some of the spiritual gifts.  If they are not evi-
dent in our lives or in the church, it is not God’s fault, 
but rather it is because of our unbelief and lack of ex-
pectancy.  If this “Pentecostal Power” is not alive and 
real in our lives and in the church, don’t blame God!    
This power is stirred up and released refreshed; this 
power becomes a contemporary reality, when believ-
ers humbly confess their need for it.  So now, let us say 
together, “Come Holy Spirit, Come!” 

 

 

+Father Jerry 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 

Tidings from your Treasurer .     
For the month of April we received $13,465.00 
of Income out of which our expenses were 
$13,453.17.  Our stewardship for April was 
$11,190.00 which I say thank you very much 
for all your faithfulness and giving.  Please re-
member your pledge is what keeps our Church 
going, so please keep up the wonderful giving, 
and have a blessed month.  If you have a ques-
tion please call me   
In Christ,  Bonnie/Photini  
ñThe merciful person is he who gives to others what 

he himself received from God, whether it be money, 

or food, or strength a helpful word, a prayer or any-

thing else that he has through which he can express 

his compassion for those in need..ò  St. Peter of Da-

mascus  

 

P.C. President’s Message 
Dear  Parish members,  

¶ Much of the May Parish Council meeting focused on our 

finances for 2010.   As you will note in our Stewardship/

Budget reports, our income is lower than we budgeted.  In 

order to meet expenses it is evident that giving must in-

crease, as we presently do have a cash flow problem.  As 

a Parish Council we are looking at each expenditure and 

trying to save as much as possible.   

¶ As you walk outside check out our Picnic Shelter.   Most 

of the construction materials have been acquired.  Many 

were donated by local merchants and by parishioners.  

We are anticipating the arrival of paving stones any day.  

We will soon be calling for volunteers to help lay them.  

¶ The Long Range Planning Committee is discussing many 

projects such as a campus ministry house and  ñSupper 

for Sixò.  If you havenôt signed up for ñSupper for Sixò, 

please contact Anne Agah as she coordinating the project.    

¶ I have been including a quote from the saints each month, 

this month one from the bible seems appropriate.  Thank 

you for all you do for our church! 

ñGive, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed 

down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into 

your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to 

you.ò LUKE 6:38 

Parish  Council President, Kay Mehas. 

 

 With the blessing of His Eminence Metropolitan 

Gerasimos, and spiritual Father of the Holy Monas-

tery Geronta Ephraim, you are cordially invited to 

celebrate with us the Feast of The Nativity of St. 

John the Forerunner on June 23rd & 24th 2010 

 

Abbess Efpraxia and the Sisters with her in Christ 

 

Wednesday, June 23rd 

Great Vespers & Orthros 

6ï 10:30 PM 

 

Thursday, June 24th 

Hours & Divine Liturgy  

8-11:30 AM 

Followed by Lunch 

 

Please contact the monastery for details 

509-773-7141 
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     JUNE STEWARDSHIP REPORT  

As we approach the middle of the fiscal year, it is important to analyze our financial support of Saint George. It has al-
ways been our goal to fully support the Parish and its annual budget through Stewardship. This yearôs budget is 
$141,371. Is the aforementioned goal attainable? The answer is "YES!"  Letôs begin by looking at our history of giving 
and then where we are today.  

Letõs now take a closer look at where we are today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With these numbers in mind, let us consider the following: Those stewards in the $50 to $100 range are giving on average $1.35 per 
week. If they could give $2 a week, we would receive $4 per week from that group (2 stewards times $2 a week). If stewards in the 
$101 to $500 range increase their giving by $5 per week (from $6.70 per week on average to $11.70), the parish will receive $105 per 
week from that group. If stewards in the $501 to $1000 range increase their giving by $10 per week (from $11.63 per week on average 
to $21.63), the parish will receive $173 per week from that group. If stewards in the $1001 to $2500 range increase their giving by $15 
per week (from $31 per week on average to $46), the parish will receive $920 per week from that group. If stewards in the $251 to 
$5000 range increase their giving by $20 per week (from $77 per week on average to $97), the parish will receive $679 per week from 
that group. If stewards in the $5000+ range increase their giving by $25 per week (from $245 per week on average to $270), the par-
ish will receive $810 per week from that group. 

These levels of giving will provide the parish with $2,691 per week, $139,932 per year. This does not include the giving of those who 
have not indicated a pledged amount on their stewardship cards, nor those who have not filled out a stewardship card but do give to 
the parish on a regular basis. There is no question we can support the parish through stewardship alone. It does require some serious 
reflection on everyoneôs part followed by some action on everyoneôs part.  Please take a moment and look over the numbers.  Then 
prayerfully consider doing your part in helping us to achieve our goal. 

Yours in Christ, 

The Stewardship Committee 

YEAR 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

STEWARDSHIP CARDS  70 61 57 54 55 

STEWARDSHIP GOAL  $90,000 $99,800 $107,500 $107,500 $110,800 

PLEDGED $102,364 $100,702 $103,050 $101,096 $106,290 

COLLECTED  $94,310.00 $101,294.00 $104,451 $108,715  

PLEDGED AVERAGE  $1,462.00 $1,651.00 $1,808.00 $1,872.00 $1,933.00 

PLEDGED MEDIAN  $510 $660 $1,000 $1,000 $1,200 

2010 STEWARDSHIP CARDS  NUMBER  SUM 

NO AMOUNT 6  

$50 TO $ 100 2 $140 

$101 TO $500 9 $3,140 

$501 TO $1,000 8 $4,840 

$1,001 TO $2,500 20 $31,910 

$2,501 TO $5,000 7 $28,060 

$5,001 PLUS 3 $38,200 

 55 $106,290 

   

INCREASED PLEDGE  16  

SAME PLEDGE  20  

DECREASED PLEDGE  11  

NEW STEWARDS 8  

 55  

   

NO LONGER FILLING OUT CARD     7  

5 No Explanation; 1 Deceased; 1 Moved Away   
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Outreach 

The dictionary describes Outreach as: An act of visiting and providing services to people who might not otherwise 

have access to those services.  It is an act of reaching out to someone. This is very close to my heart, where I feel 

God is calling me.  I wanted to find out if there are others who are like me, wanting to get an outreach program 

going here at St. Georges.  I am in the process of doing a few things but alas I am only one person, so if God is call-

ing you please let Fr Jerry or I know.  So as this progresses I will keep all of you inform.  

Looking for volunteers with feeding of the homeless at St. Johns in Eugene the 1 st Saturday of each month. From 

2:30pm thru 4:30pm on Fridays doing food prep and table set up. On Saturdays from 8:30am to 10:30am Serv-

ing and from 10:30am to 12:00pm clean up, washing down table, chairs and the floor.  Please let me know if you 

can make either of these days.  

We are also recycling printer cartridges for the C.O.M.E. Mission Parish Program. There is a box in the fellowship 

hall to put the used cartridges in.  

God bless you.  

Bonnie Graham  

ñWe were made for good works (Phil. 1:11) to the glory and praise of our Maker, and to imitate God as far as 

might be.ò  St. Gregory the Theologian 

Photini  

 

Philia  

 
We will soon be making and selling wedding and baptismal items.  Currently, these items can be found in Portland at 
Holy Trinity Cathedral, St. Johnôs in Beaverton, and on the Internet.  Having these items at St. George will be more con-
venient and allow them to be made to order. 
  
June  Activities  
  
Raffle Basket - During the month of June, Philia members will be raffling off a summer basket.  Please be sure to pur-
chase your tickets during the Fellowship Hours during the month ï YOU could be the lucky winner. 
  
Fatherô Day Celebration ï Philia will be hosting a special luncheon honoring Fathers, God Fathers, and Grandfathers on 
Fatherôs Day.  
  
 
  
July  Activity  
  
Support Our Troops Activity - We will be hosting a Fellowship Hour honoring our recently deactivated National Guard 
Troops.  We would like to invite some of these troops and their families to visit with us.  If you personally know any of 

these troops, please contact Gloria or Presv. Maria. 
 

Note:  Next Philia meeting will be on Thursday, 17th.  All women of the Parish are invited to join in our meet-
ings and activities. 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 Gloria Zeazeas-Timmons 
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 June Celebrations 

Birthdays  

 

6th Lloyd Hall 

8th Jim Stephenson, Geneva Boston 

9th Paras Markopoulos 

10th Elias Groomer 

16th Larissa Lilles 

18th Julie Rundt 

22nd Eleni Boston 

 

 

Feast Days 
 

3rd  St. Kevin of Ireland 

Kevin Kaelin 

 

27th St. Joana the Myrrh-bearer 

Jo Ann Kluge 

 

Wedding Anniversaries 

6th Bill and Lisa Lilles 

15th John and Georgia Lallas 

20th Nick and Kellie Skrepetos 

27th Mark and Maria Hauser 

28th Al and Doris Lang 

 

 

 

Many Years!  Chronia Polla! 
 

 

From the Bookstore:  
Years ago one of the things that attracted me to Orthodoxy was its 
faithful maintaining of the faith handed down from our LORD to the 
Apostles and across the ages to us.  Nothing appeals less to me than 
dressing up Christianity in the what is currently popular in soci-
ety.  That, of course, changes frequently and has no business in the 
Church whose LORD is unchangeable. 
You will understand, then, the high regard I have for our many saints 
of Orthodoxy. At the risk of being too contemporary, our saints are the 
All Stars of the faith unchanged across the centuries.  We know it is 
unlikely that anyone we know will be afforded this honor, and, as you 
know, saints invariably feel unworthy of any honors, presumably in-
cluding posthumous ones. 
Surely we can recognize that our saints have been among the greatest 
preservers and builders of Orthodoxy across the centuries, and a visi-
tor to our church will immediately see that saints must be important to 
us since they line our walls, not to mention the Iconostasis.    
I thought this was about books , you say.   Indeed.  We have recently 
acquired two items I wish to highlight for you relating to the 
saints.  First, I have purchased a wonderful small book covering our 
parish name saint, George, entitled "The Passion and Miracles of the 
Great Martyr and Victorious Wonderworker Saint George."  Having just 
finished reading it for the second time, I highly recommend it.   We 
should know St. George better. St. George reposed in about 304 and 
spent much of his life living in a most challenging time for people of 
the Church.  That we remember him 17 or 18 centuries later speaks 
more eloquently than any modern publication can describing him.   His 
life is so much more than any episode with a 'dragon.' Listen to his 
Megalynarion [a short hymn magnifying the saint of the day]:    
  Let us praise with hymns our most fervent guide,/  
 guardian and protector,/ and quick helper of all in  
 distress,/ the glory of Martyrs/ and caster down of  
 idols,/ and let us cry:   Rejoice, O great Holy Martyr George. 
All I can say is 'Axios!',  and I invite you to become more familiar with 
'our' Saint George.  More accurately, I imagine, we should say that we 
are his. 
Secondly, consider my opening paragraphs on the importance of the 
saints.  One helpful way I attend to veneration of the saints is by fol-
lowing the Saint Herman Calendar (we have one left for 2010).   What 
sets this apart from other church calendars is its listing of every known 
saint of all jurisdictions, and not just Greek and/or Russian saints.  
I find saints to be a gift to the whole church and rarely just one 
land.  Practically, what this means in the calendar is that for today, 
May 23, I find 14 unique entries of saints rather than just the one to 
three usually found.  Some days there are many more noted.  Some 
days a few less.  These listings may prompt you, as me, to learn more 
about the lives of at least some of these holy ones.  
IF attending to these holy monastics is important to you, this is the 
calendar to have.  Sure, it's true the year is nearly half over, but that 
still leaves about 3500 saints left to recognize, so are we hardly at the 
end.  Some of you may also appreciate, as I do, that the Saint Herman 
Calendar also lists both the Julian and Gregorian dates and features 
some interesting articles on significant historic saints of one Orthodox 
area each year.  This year it features the saints of Anglo-Saxon Eng-
land.  These are just the featured articles this year.   In no way does 
this diminish the daily listing of ALL the saints. 
So, there you have it.   I believe you will find both of these publications 
edifying as you labor on your own journey to theosis, which should be 
the common goal of us all.  
 
Blessings, truly,  to you on your journey, Columba/Dave  
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News and Events 

6ÏÈÛɀÚɯ-ÌÞȵ 
 
 
St George's Annual Fundraiser, The Glendi , 
was held on May 8th, 2010 at the Downtown 
Hilton Hotel.  Although attendance was down 
from last year, it was a wonderful event.  Spe-
cial thanks to Arin Carmack for his leadership 
in chairing the event; Pete Drakatos for his 
hard work; Annie Agah and her team for orga-
nizing the Silent Auction; and Pres. Maria and 
her mom Kathy, for the beautiful baskets. 

 

 

 

¶ Ɂ(ÛɀÚɯÈɯ&ÐÙÓȵɂɯRebeca Groomer gave birth to  a beautiful baby girl on Tuesday, May 18th .  One the eighth-

day she was given the name Bridgid. May she live for us! 

¶ Baptized in Christ: Michael Creech was received into the Church through the Sacrament of Baptism, on 

Saturday, May 29th.  His godparent is Stephanie Carroll.  May he live for us!  

¶ Pennies and Prayers: 3ÏÈÕÒɯàÖÜɯÍÖÙɯàÖÜÙɯÎÌÕÌÙÖÜÚɯÚÜ××ÖÙÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯɁ/ÌÕÕÐÌÚɯÈÕËɯ/ÙÈàÌÙÚɂɯ×ÙÖÎÙÈÔɯ/ÙÖɪ
ceeds collected go to support the mission and evangelism program of our Metropolis.  Together, we 

raised nearly four -hundred dollars this year!  Special thanks to Elias Groomer for coordinating the effort 

and to the Drakatos and Hauser families for hosting the Pentecost Luncheon. 

¶ Congratulations Graduates ȵɯɯ6ÌɯɁÚÏÖÜÛɯÖÜÛɂɯÖÜÙɯÏÌÈÙÛÍÌÓÛɯÊÖÕÎÙÈÛÜÓÈÛÐÖÕÚɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÖÍɯÖÜÙɯ×ÈÙɪ
ish that graduated as a part of the Class of 2010.  They are:  Alexis Drakatos, who graduated from Marist 

High School and will be attending the University of Oregon in the fall; Philip Green graduated from Port-

land State University with a B.A. in Sociology and plans to serve with Americorp; and Pete Zoumboukos, 

who graduated from Northwest Christian University  with a Master of Arts in School Counseling and is 

now seeking gainful employment as a high school guidance counselor and football coach.  

 

 

 
¶ Picnic Area Update : On Sunday, May 9th, 

following the Divine Services, we gathered 
outside for the blessing of the foundation of 
our new picnic area.  What a blessed event it 
was! We will be organizing work parties soon 
to continue construction.  Special thanks go 
out to Art Mehas and his guys for all the 
work done so far.  Thanks also to Neal Zoum-
boukos, who together with Art have been re-
sponsible for the procurement of materials.   
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 6/6  6/13  6/20  6/27  7/4  

COFFEE HOUR Pos Shafer Green/Philia Wilson Buck 

GREETER Judy S. Eleni B. Sara S. Jerry R. Larissa L. 

PROSFORON Lilles Hauser Litke Lilles  Hauser 

FLOWERS      

READERS Brad Thomas Brad Thomas Brad Thomas Brad Thomas Brad Thomas 

NARTHEX CLEANUP Green  Kaelin Lenkoff Green 

NAVE CLEANUP Lenkoff Hauser Kaelin Lisa Lilles Lenkoff 

GET INVOLVED 
Look through this list of organizations, programs, and ministries at our parish,  

then call the contact person and get involved!! 
 

Parish Council   Kay Mehasñ(541) 342-2621 

Acolytes            Mark Hauser ñ541-928-5775   

Bookstore               David Shaferñ(541) 234-2139 

Philia-Womenõs Group     Gloria Zeazeas-Timmons ð 484-0575  

Church School   Lisa Lilles ð 746-5592  

Chanter               Brad Thomas ð 689-9690 

Friends of St. John Convent   Art Mehas ð 485-8671  

Fellowship    Pete Drakatos ñ 687-6789 

Stewardship    Neal Zoumboukosñ(541) 344-4485 

Greeters    Joan Rundt ñ 683-1380  

Outreach    Bonnie Graham-914-3381 

O.C.F.      Father Jerry-683-3519 

 

St. George Greek Orthodox Church ð (541) 683-3519, Fr. Gerasimos (Jerry) Markopoulos   

E-mail address:  frgerasimos@sntgrg.org    "ÏÜÙÊÏɀÚɯWebsite:  www.stgeorgeor.org  

 
Articles for the Agape ð Articles are due by the 20 th of the month to Fr. Jerry whose email address is 

frgerasimos@sntgrg.org  If you donõt have email, call the Church with your information, 541-683-3519 



 A few words about the Apostles Fast  
The Apostlesõ Fast is observed by Eastern Orthodox Christians, beginning on the second Monday after Pentecost 

(the day after All Saintsõ Sunday) and continuing until the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul on June 29. Having re-

joiced for fifty days following Pascha, the Resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Apostles began to prepare for their de-

parture from Jerusalem to spread Christõs message. According to Tradition, as part of their preparation, they began 

a fast with prayer to ask God to strengthen their resolve and to be with them in their missionary undertakings. 

The scriptural foundation for the Fast is found in the Synoptic Gospels, when the Pharisees criticized the apostles 

for not fasting, Jesus said to them, òCan the children of the bride-chamber mourn, as long as the Bridegroom is 

with them? But the days will come when the Bridegroom shall be taken from them, and then shall they fast.ó In the 

immediate sense, Christ was referring to his being taken to be crucified; but in the wider sense it is understood in 

terms of his Ascension into heaven, and his commission to preach the Gospel, which can only be accomplished 

with prayer and fasting. 

The tradition of the Fast has existed at least since Pope Leo I (461 AD), as is evidenced by his homilies, though it 

has fallen out of practice in the West. The Fast is thought to have been instituted out of thanksgiving to God for the 

witness of the apostles of Christ. With this Fast, believers express their thanks for the apostlesõ endurance of per-

secution during their mission. 

The length of the Fast is variable, being determined by the date of Pascha. Eight weeks after Pascha comes the 

Sunday of All Saints. The next day, Monday, the Fast of the Holy Apostles begins. The Fast lasts until June 29, the 

Feast of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul. In other words, depending on the date of Pascha, the Apostlesõ Fast can 

begin as early as May 18 or as late as June 21. Thus, it may be as short as eight days or as long as forty-two days 

in duration. 

 

For dietary details of the Apostles Fast please consult the church calendar. 

 

 

Saint George Greek Orthodox Church  

202 Hillview 1  

Eugene, OR  97408-5018 

 KkkkkSt. 

George 


