
Dearly Beloved In The Lord,          Happy New Year!
       Christ is Born!  Glorify Him!  

 

From the 2009 Christmas Encyclical of His Eminence Archbishop Gerasimos: 
òDuring this Holy Season of Our Lord's Incarnation we are invited to join the Magi on their journey to Bethlehem of 
Judea where we will find the King of Heaven and Earth. These three Wise Men traveled with the guidance of one star 
from the heavens which illumined their road to the place where the Christ was born: "and lo, the star which they had 
seen in the East went before them, till it came to rest over the place where the Christ was." Matthew 2:8 ð 9.  For us, our 
guiding star is the Word of God, the Holy Gospel and all the Scriptures, in which the prophet wrote: òYour law is a 
lamp to my feet, and a light to my path." Psalm 119:105   A lamp to our feet so that we may walk in the light of right-
eousness all of our lives; a light upon the road which we are traveling in life so that we may not lose focus or let worldly 
cares take over.  Upon arriving at Bethlehem, the Magi came before the Holy Child and His Mother and knelt down to 
worship the Savior; they opened their treasures and offered gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Holy Communion and 
Confession are the means by which we, too, become "wise" by offering three gifts to the Christ Child. We offer Him as 
gold ð the purity of our heart and our intentions to avoid every evil thought and weakness; instead of frankincense we 
offer Him a soul that burns with love for God and all humanity; and instead of myrrh we present Him with a lifestyle 
that is worthy of Christian Orthodox living; a lifestyle that is replete with His love and our acceptance of this gift 
through our deeds, prayers and repentance.  The Magi, having worshiped Christ, did not return on the same road which 
brought them to the Savior. They changed their route and returned "to their country by another way." Matthew 2:12.  It 
is very important that we, too, change our direction. As we celebrate these Holy Days with our families and loved ones, 
we should not return to the same path we have taken for so long. These days are full of grief, uncertainty and dispute; let 
us bring the spirit of the Lord which is full of peace, reconciliation and mercy for everyone. "By another way" let us not 
repeat our previous mistakes. "By another way" let us follow the true path of Christian virtues. As we celebrate the 
Birth of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ, my prayer is that we look deeply into our lives and flee all the bad habits 
that may be distracting us from a life in Christ, actions that may lead to spiritual death, and that we begin a new jour-
ney "by another way" that will bring us to life eternal.ó 

Before the  term òChristianó was used, the followers of Christ were called the òpeople of the Wayó.  Another 
way of saying that is òthe people of another wayó.  The early Christians fulfilled in thought, word, and deed, 
the high calling of a follower of Christ and lived a life becoming of an Orthodox Christian.  They accom-
plished this is a very pagan, sinful, and adulterous generation, that persecuted them mercilessly.  But as was 
well -spoken by His All -Holiness Patriarch Bartholomew, in the 60 Minutes interview, òWe believe in mira-
clesé after the Crucifixion the Resurrection comes. We believe in the Resurrection.ó  His All-Holiness said 
this in response to the question, òDo you feel persecuted sometimes?ó, which he answered in the affirmative. 
No matter what the cost, the early Christians were committed to journeying in this life òby another wayó.  No 
matter the persecution,  His All -Holiness is committed to journeying in this life, òby another wayó.  This also, 
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seems to me, to be what His Eminence is saying in his 
Christmas Encyclical.   Finally, in the Scriptures we 
read, òIn all things, be not like the pagans, but rather 
calm, joyful in praise, and giving of love, to glorify 
Christ who came for usó. 

The new calendar year is upon us.  It is a time for new 
beginnings.  It is a time for resolutions.  It is a time to 
think deeply about our lives and our journey. It is a 
time to make changes.  A new year affords us the op-
portunity to greater commitment of ourselves and our 
whole life to Christ.  A new year affords us the oppor-
tunity to commit to another way of living.  A new year 
affords us the opportunity to be calm in all things, joy-
ful, and loving, at all times.  A new year affords us the 
opportunity to do the more proper, fitting, and becom-
ing, things for the sake of our souls.   

Truly this is a high calling, and to live an Orthodox 
Christian life is not easy.  It was not easy for the Magi, 
nor the early Christians, nor is it easy today for His All 
Holiness.   But we still have that star to guide us; the 
Scriptures to illumine the path of Christian virtues, 
and most importantly Christ in our midst, who is the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life.  Let us òfind another 
wayó in 2010 to fulfill in every thought, word, and 
deed, our high calling and live a life becoming of an 
Orthodox Christian.  May God bless us, everyone. 

 

With love in Christ,  

+Father Gerasimos 

 

 

 
 
 

The Cutting of the Vasilopita  

Sunday, January 10, 2010 
According to tradition, a special sweet bread is pre-
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Sweets are added to the bread symbolizing the 

sweetness and joy of life everlasting.  It also symbol-

izes the hope that the New Year will be filled with 
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pared, a coin is placed inside.  When the bread is cut 

and the observance begins, the individual that re-

ceives the portion that contains the coin is consid-

ered to receive an additional blessing. 
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HOUSE BLESSING BASICS  
The month of January is the traditional time for 

House Blessings.  This is an ancient Tradition of 

the Church related to the Great Blessing of the Wa-

ters conducted on Theophany.  We take Holy Wa-

ter from the Church and we use it to bless our lives 

in every way possible.  The priest blesses us, our 

homes, our cars, our yards and gardens, and by 

extension all of creation.  Not only do we receive a 

special blessing from God, but through that bless-

ing, God enable us to see His creation in a re-

deemed way; as a means toward union and com-

munion with Him.  For a House Blessing, a short 

prayer service is offered by the priest in front of 

your home altar.  Then the priest proceeds through 

the home sprinkling it with Holy Water while 

chanting the Apolytikion of Theophany.  You 

should have a bowl of water, a lit candle, and if 

you have it, incense going. 

This year, Father Jerry will attempt to visit every 
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formed of the day or days, Father will be in your 

area. Please make the effort this year to have your 

home blessed as a means toward your growing 

closer to God.  May it enable you to see all of His 

creation in a redeemed and blessed way. 


