
Dearly Beloved In The Lord,         A blessed 40-days to all! 

 

òThere is no relationship between human beings so close as that of husband and wife, if they are united as they ought to 
beó-St. John Chrysostom 

 

The Holy Sacrament of Marriage is foundational to the family unit.  To be sure families exist and bear fruit 
even if the marriage does not survive, but this is certainly not the norm nor does it reflect Godõs desire.  We 
know from the teaching of the Apostle Paul that the union between man and woman -bride and bridegroom -
while being blessed, serves as a means to further experience and understand the greater union of Christ (the 
Bridegroom) and His Church (the Bride).  For marriage to be all that God has meant it to be requires that 
Christ be at the center of this union, He is not only the Celebrant of mystical marriage, but He also provides 
the grace for a man and woman to see it through and bear fruit unto salvation.  It is safe to say that a success-
ful marriage in these terms is truly a miracle.  We cannot accomplish it on our own apart from God.  

Because marriage is a blessed path to salvation and such a  fundamental building block of our society, the 
evil one attacks it with everything he has.  All his wicked and dark forces are set against all that is healthy 
and necessary in a Christian marriage.  For those of us who are married, it is crucial to remember that we are 
under attack.  The spiritual attack upon marriages comes in many subtle forms.  One of the chief strategies of 
the evil one is of course to get us to focus on ourselves, our own happiness and our sense of entitlement.  This 
is not hard to do given the bombardment of these types of messages coming at us from every direction.  An-
other way the devil tries to undermine our marriages is by putting as much pressure on us as possible.  This 
pressure can come in many disguises: personal hobbies, greed that puts pressure on us to work harder and 
longer so we can make enough money to support an òover the edgeó standard of living, busy schedules filled 
with too many good activities (both our own and our childrenõs), and a false belief that we need to be self-
sufficient and self -reliant and do everything and figure everything out on our own.  

Married couples need to realize that they are on the front lines of a serious war on their marriages, and many 
including Orthodox Christians, are becoming casualties.  Youõve heard the statistic that over half the  non-
Orthodox marriages end in divorce, well now this is becoming true for Orthodox marriages.  Many are enter-
ing into marriage for the wrong reasons, and even many of those who see marriage as a means of their salva-
tion, are struggling.  This is why we need to gather as married couples and learning how to spiritually 
strengthen our marriages and our families.  I hope that you will make the time to participate in the upcoming 
Marriage Seminar.  Donõt underestimate the power of concentrated time away from our normal routine to 
renew, study, and pray about Godõs will for our marriages.  Please join us! 

In addition to the Marriage Seminar, we will offer this month a workshop on Byzantine Music.  This is an op-
portunity to learn more about the liturgical music of the Church.  We are blessed to have near to us, Presby-
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tera Stacey Dorrance, who together with members of 
her choir, will be here in instruct and inspire us.  This 
workshop is open to everyone who wants to learn 
more about the Churchõs music as a means to enhance 
their participation in the life of the Church.  

Last, but not least, Great Lent begins this month.  On 
Sunday, February 14th, in the evening, we will again 
gather for Forgiveness Vespers and begin the Lenten 
journey to Pascha.  In addition to the extra services on 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday evenings, I will be 
offering a series of Lenten talks based on the book, 
òGreat Lentó by Father Alexander Schmemann.  I have 
included a planning guide on the back page to keep 
you òin the loopó with what is going on.  There is 
nothing like the òLenten Journeyó and I cannot im-
plore you enough to join us.  

 

PS  I have really enjoyed coming to your homes and 
doing the house blessings. Thank you for opening your 
homes to me and for the time you have made for me.  I 
guess that I should not be too surprised by your open-
ness since you have treated me this way from the be-
ginning of my time here.  I believe too that you would 
treat others the same way.  So after Pascha, letõs talk 
about organizing small group gatherings that foster 
fellowship and strengthen our community.  

Wishing you and yours a blessed òforty-daysó! 

 

 

With love in Christ,  

+Father Gerasimos 

 

 

FUNNIES: 

A Sunday school teacher was telling her class the story 
of the Good Samaritan, in which a man was beaten, 
robbed and left for dead. She described the situation in 
vivid detail so her students would catch the drama. 
Then, she asked the class, "If you saw a person lying on 
the roadside, all wounded and bleeding, what would 
you do?" 

A thoughtful little girl broke the hushed silence, "I 
think I'd throw up." 

 

 

 
 

Ladies of the Pages, Unite!!!  

 Please join our lady's Book Club group, that 
meets at 6pm every other Tuesday just before 
Bible Study.  We are just beginning Fr. Meletios 
Webber's book, Bread and Water, Wine and 
Oil.   His wonderful book is divided into two 
parts:  Life as Mystery, and The Mysteries of the 
Church.  In his own words,  he has "attempted 
to integrate some of what I have learned in 
more than thirty years as a priest of the Ortho-
dox Church with what I have learned in my 
work as a psychotherapist." 

 Our discussions range from deep to deeply en-
tertaining, so come and join us!  No need to call, 
just show up!  

Annie Agah  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St  George Bookstore is alive and renewed!  Please 

stop by and check out all the new books, hand cen-

sors, and a few new icons. If there is a book, or icon 

that is not in the Bookstore please contact me or 

leave me a note so that if I can get it, I will.  We 

have a wish list as we grow. 

A big Thank you to Michael Creech for building  

new bookshelves, they look awesome!! 

David Shafer has graciously accepted the position 

of the òBookstore Keeper!! 

Thank God for blessing us with this wonderful op-

portunity to learn and grow together.  Photini/

Bonnie Graham 
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 Parish Council Report  

It is with great humility that over this next year, I will work as your Parish Council President.  It is 
privilege to be a part of St. George Greek Orthodox Church Family.  I use the word ôfamilyõ specifi-
cally, because I believe we are more than a community.  We care for each other and try to help each 
and everyone grow to his/her fullest in Christ, just as families want the very best for all family 
members.  Your Parish Council is dedicated to providing the support and leadership under Father 
Jerryõs guidance to help you and your family grow to your fullest potential in Christõs love.  If there 
is anything you need, please contact me or any member of the Parish Council.  The Parish Council 
for 2009-10 is:  Father Jerry Markopoulos; Annie Agah; Secretary, Arin Carmack;  Treasurer, Bonnie 
Graham; Debbie Hall;  Elias Groomer, Vice President, Andrew Lilles;  and President, Kay Mehas. 

 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT  

We are off and running!    We certainly have had a great beginning to the New Year. Everyone 
stepped up to help Father get ready for the Metropolitanõs visit.  There was tremendous support for 
Saint Basilõs Academy at the Vasilopita, and a whole lot of hands made for light work cleaning up 
after our wonderful luncheon. This is what Stewardship is all about: everyone offering their talent, 
time and treasure for God's work on earth.  We would like to extend a special thank you to the thirty
-six individuals and families who have filled out their òFamily Interestsó and Stewardship cards. 
Our parishioners are indicating a wide range of talents which they would like to offer to the Church, 
and we are averaging over twenty -three hundred dollars ($2,300) per pledge. If you have not filled 
out your cards, better act quickly; or youõll fall behind in the race to make Saint George an even 
more vibrant parish.  

TREASURERõS REPORT a.k.a. Photiniõs Phunds 

Tidings from your Treasurer!  

 I want to say how excited I am to see what this coming year will bring, and feel very blessed to be 

your Treasurer.  For the month of December we received $14,244.53 of Income out of which  our ex-

penses were $15,327.45.  Our Stewardship for December was $12,230.00  Thank you so very much 

for all your faithfulness and giving in 2009.  I just have to say that I am in awe of our Parish and how 

God works in our hearts.  We ended the year with $2,390.90 deficit due to health insurance cost in-

crease.  Thanks again to all of you.  

In Christ,  Bonnie/Photini  

òWe mustnõt despair when we struggle and continuously see nothing but the slightest progress.  We 

all do nearly nothing, some a little more, some a little less.  When Christ sees our little effort He 

gives us an analogous token, and so our nearly nothing becomes valuable and we can see a little 

progress.  For this reason, we mustnõt despair, but hope in God.ó 

Elder Paisios the Athonite 
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  Parish Spotlight:  Julie and Nikki Lenkoff  

I call myself a child of the world. My heritage is Rus-

sian, however, because of the 1917 Bolshevik uprising, 

my grandparents fled from the Communists to China. I 

was born during World War II in Shanghai. My father 

was a musician and played in the band at local cabarets 

and restaurants. Thankfully, he was also a jack of all 

trades and in those hard times he built me a crib, 

sewed my blanket and created a mill out of a stone sign 

to grind soybeans. He died of TB in Tsingtao when I 

was 4 years of age. My mother was widowed at age 25 and our family was further decimated. From the reli-

gious standpoint, while I was raised in a Russian Orthodox household, I was for some reason, baptized a 

Catholic. Since no one seemed to know why, on Sundays, my aunt took me to the Russian church, where St. 

John Maximovich, then Archbishop of Shanghai presided over the services. I attended a French kindergarten 

and English speaking grade schools run by Catholic missionaries. In 1949 China was officially declared Com-

munist and the only schools open were either Chinese or Soviet, both communist and not suited for me. So, I 

was tutored by a young 17 year old girl in, as I called it, the 3 R's - Russian, 'riting and 'rithmetic. Few for-

eigners remained. Food was rationed, we were chased by Chinese children who called us names. Our dream 

was to make it to the United States where the streets were paved in gold. However, because I was born in 

China, the US considered me a Chinese citizen, while China considered me a foreigner. I was a child without 

a country and for many years wrote "stateless" on documents asking for my nationality. I finally received an 

exit visa for Brazil. When I was almost 14 we received a visa to United States. My aunt Lydia was able to 

sponsor us and we arrived to Vernonia, Oregon to live with her. I finished high school, then moved to San 

Francisco, then Berkeley where I graduated from the University of California, adding a few more languages to 

my repertoire. I became a naturalized American citizen, officially converted to Russian Orthodoxy, got mar-

ried and had two girls, Lana and Nikki. Lana became a gymnast with an eye on the Olympics. We moved to 

Eugene for her training. While she did not attain Olympic status, she did receive a full scholarship to U of A 

and later for her grad work at the U of Illinois at Chicago. Because of her I became a gymnastics coach. Be-

cause of Nikki I also trained gymnasts for Special Olympics. After a while I decided I needed a job that was 

easier on my body than tossing little children in the air, and was hired by the county as a legal secretary in 

the District Attorneys' office. I worked there for 13 years and just retired in November. In the meantime I 

also had become a certified gymnastics' judge and have been traveling all over Oregon and sometimes Wash-

ington on Saturdays, judging competitions.   

One of my goals is to "conquer" the world as I try to visit as much of it as I can in my lifetime. I had driven 

through 50 states, made it to all 7 continents and about 70 countries. I take videos, add local music, and 

write extensive book-like journals of my adventures and what I learn about and from the different cultures. 

In 2002 I took Lana on an unforgettable trip to China, trying to show her where I had lived. Fifty years later 

so much had changed, but I was able to find that little room which was our home, and the tiny Chinese lady 

was gracious enough to let us in. In 2004 it was Luba and I who made a memorable trip, this time to Ekater-

inburg, Russia, where we located relatives. I started with St. George when we were just a mission, meeting 

in someone's home, later in borrowed churches. Both Nikki and I are very happy and grateful to be part of 

our little parish and we love everyone in it. I am also pleased that now that I am retired, I have more time to 

volunteer, be part of Philia and other church activities.  

Editorôs note:  There is much more to Julieôs story than we are able to include here.  She is a great story-
teller and she has a great story to tell so please take the opportunity to learn more from her. Julie will be 
talking about her latest trip overseas at an upcoming Philia gathering.  
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 February Celebrations 

Birthdays   

15th-William Lilles 

19th-Richard Green 

27th-Kyri Green, Nikki Lenkoff 

29th-Debbie Hall 

 

Feast Days  
 

10th-St  Haralambos the Priest-Martyr 

Bob Graham 

11th-St. Theodora, Empress 

Annie Agah 

26th-St. Photini the Samaritan Woman 

Bonnie Graham 

Debbie Hall 

Svetlana Zotoff 

Wedding Anniversaries 

14th- Happy Saint Valentine Day  

Many Years!  Chronia Polla! 
 

Other February Events!!!  

Sunday, February 14th  

Forgiveness Vespers 

 

February 15th-19th 

1st Week of Great Lent  

 

Sunday, February 21st 

Pan-Orthodox Sunday of Orthodoxy Vespers at 

St. Martin of Tours Orthodox Church  

In Corvallis  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Byzantine Chant Workshop  

Saturday, February 6th  
This workshop will be led by Presbytera Stacey Dorrance 

and members of the Chant group at St. John the Baptist 

Greek Orthodox Church in Beaverton, Oregon.  This 

workshop is for anyone who wants to learn more about the 

music and hymnology of the Orthodox Church.  More 

specifically, for those who want to grow in living their Faith 

and in their participation in the liturgical and sacramental 

life of the Church.  Please join us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Orthodox Marriage Seminar  

Fri., Feb. 12th & Sat. Feb. 13th  

Please join us for a seminar, led by Fr. Photios 

Dumont, Proistamenos of St. Demetrios Greek Or-

thodox Church, Seattle, WA, that seeks to help us 

grow in our understanding of the Orthodox perspec-

tive of marriage.  This seminar is ideal for all married 

couples whether recently married or married for 50 

years.  Fr. Photios will share teachings from the Fa-

thers that explain the òmind of the Churchó and offer 

his own personal insights.  Donõt miss this opportu-

nity to hear him! 
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News and Events 

6ÏÈÛɀÚɯ-ÌÞȵ 

¶ On Sunday, January 3rd the 2010 Parish Council took the 

.ÈÛÏɯÖÍɯ.ÍÍÐÊÌɯÈÕËɯÌÓÌÊÛÌËɯÖÍÍÐÊÌÙÚȭɯɯ,Èàɯ&ÖËɯÉÓÌÚÚɯÛÏÐÚɯàÌÈÙɀÚɯ

PC:  Kay Mehas, President; Andrew Lilles, Vice-President; 

Bonnie Graham, Treasurer; Arin Carmack, Secretary; Annie 

Agah; Debbie Hall; and Elias Groomer. 

¶ The Parish welcomed His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos 

on Tuesday evening, January 5th, for Vesperal Divine Liturgy 

and the service of the Blessing of the Waters.  In his closing 

remarks, His Eminence shared how invigorated he feels com-

ing  here because of the fervent faith and love of the people.  

A wonderful dinner was prepared by Pete Drakatos and 

served by the members of Philia.  May God grant him many 

years and may he have the opportunity to visit again soon!  

¶ The Buck Family was received into the Church 

through Holy Baptism and Chrismation, and Mi-

chael and Lisa had their marriage blessed, on Satur-

day, January 9th.  Their sponsors are Bob and Bonnie 

Graham. We welcome the newly illumined Michael, 

Zenaida (Lisa), Elijah (Lenny), Mary (Rosemary), 

and John (Jack), to the family.  May they live for us! 

¶ On Monday, January 18th, we again had the 

blessing of assisting Homeless families who are 

served by the Interfaith Shelter Project.  Parishioners 

donated food items and their time and talents in ser-

vice to others.  Special thanks to Ann Marie Kaelin 

for organizing the food donations.  

¶ .ÜÙɯÖÕÎÖÐÕÎɯÌÍÍÖÙÛɯÛÖɯÌß×ÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯ!ÖÖÒÚÛÖÙÌɯÙÌÊÌÐÝÌËɯÛÞÖɯɁÏÜÎÌɯÉÙÌÈÛÏÚɯÖÍɯÈÐÙɂɯÐÕɯ)ÈÕÜÈÙàɯÞÏÌÕɯÕÌÞɯ

bookshelves were made and donated by Michael Creech, and when  new parishioner David Shafer, vol-

unteered to oversee the Bookstore.  May God bless their efforts! 

¶ New shelves were purchased and installed in the storage room off the kitchen.  Many thanks to those 

who donated their time, treasure, and talent.  

¶  ɯÔÌËÐÊÈÓɯËÌÝÐÊÌɯÒÕÖÞÕɯÈÚɯÈɯɁ'ÖÔÌɯ'ÌÈÙÛ-ÚÛÈÙÛɯ#ÌÍÐÉÙÐÓÓÈÛÖÙɂɯÞÈÚɯËÖÕÈÛÌËɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÜÙÊÏɯÉàɯ#Ùȭɯ ÕËÙÌÞɯ

Kokkino, MD.  We thank Dr. Kokkino for his generous gift!  The device should be up and available for 

use in the coming weeks.  

¶ 3ÏÌɯɁ6ÖÔÌÕɀÚɯ!ÖÖÒɯ&ÙÖÜ×ɂɯÔÌÌÛÚɯÌÝÌÙàɯÖÛÏÌÙɯ3ÜÌÚËÈàɯÌÝÌÕÐÕÎɯÈÛɯƚɯ×ÔȮɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ"ÖÕÍÌÙÌÕÊÌɯ1ÖÖÔȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯ

ÎÙÖÜ×ɯÐÚɯÚÛÈÙÛÐÕÎɯÈɯÕÌÞɯÉÖÖÒɯÛÏÐÚɯÔÖÕÛÏɯÉàɯ%ÈÛÏÌÙɯ,ÌÓÐÛÐÖÚɯ6ÌÉÉÌÙȮɯÛÐÛÓÌËɯɁ!ÙÌÈËȮɯ6ÈÛÌÙȮɯ6ÐÕÌȮɯÈÕËɯ.ÐÓɂȭ 

¶ Great Lent begins on Sunday evening, February 14th, with Forgiveness Vespers at 6 pm.  Please join us 

on this journey and make the best use of the opportunities given to us by the Church to grow spiritually.   

3ÏÐÚɯ+ÌÕÛȮɯ%ÈÛÏÌÙɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÖÍÍÌÙÐÕÎɯÈɯÚÌÙÐÌÚɯÖÍɯɁ+ÌÕÛÌÕɯ3ÈÓÒÚɂɯÍÖÓÓÖÞÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÚÐßɯ/ÙÌÚÈÕÊÛÐÍÐÌËɯ+ÐÛÜÙÎÐÌÚȮɯ

ÉÈÚÌËɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÉÖÖÒȮɯɁ&ÙÌÈÛɯ+ÌÕÛɂɯÉàɯ%ÈÛÏÌÙɯ ÓÌßÈÕËÌÙɯ2ÊÏÔÌÔÈÕÕȭɯɯ ÛÛÌÕËÐÕÎɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÛÈÓÒÚɯÞÖÜÓËɯÉÌɯÈɯ

ÎÙÌÈÛɯɁÖÕÌɯÈËËÐÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÛÏÐÕÎɯɂɯÛÖɯÛÈÒÌɯÖÕɯÛÏÐÚɯàÌÈÙȭ 

 


