
Beloved in Christ,  

As of the writing of this edition of the AGAPE, I am still planning to be  on vacation at the end of August.  
Therefore this edition will be for both August and September.  I may try to send out an updated calendar at 
the beginning of September since schedules change frequently.  Thanks for understanding! 

In St. Paulõs Letter to the Ephesians (4:11-16), we read the following: òAnd He gave some to be apostles, some 
prophets, some evangelists, and some shepherds and teachers, for the perfecting of the saints, to the work of 
ministering, to the building up of the body of Christ, until we all might come to the unity of the Faith, and of 
the full knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure and the stature of the fullness of the 
Christ; in order that we may no longer be infants, tossed to and fro by waves, and carried about with every 
wind of teaching, by the sleight of men, in craftiness toward the systematizing of error; but speaking the 
truth in love, we might grow up into Him in all things Who is the head -the Christ, from whom all the body, 
being joined and knit together by what every juncture supplies, according to the energy of every single part in 
measure, makes for itself the increase of the body, to the building up of itself in love.ó   

What is abundantly clear to me is that when it comes to the Church, everyone is needed.  Not only is every-
one needed, but everyoneõs gift (time, talent, and treasure) and energy is needed.  For example, "U" are 
needed in Bible ST_DY;"U" are needed in S_PPORT; òUó are needed in _NITY; òUó are needed in D_TY; òUó 
are especially needed in B_ILDING. Most importantly, "U" are needed in CH__RCH.  This truth was con-
firmed when I met recently with some members to do some planning.  No matter what  idea was put forth, 
no matter where the discussion went, and no matter what point was being made, we always returned to how 
everyone is important and needed. You might be thinking that this is because we a òsmalló parish, but St. 
Paul makes no reference to the size of the body.  Rather, everyone is needed in order for the òbodyó to func-
tion, to increase, and to build-up itself in love. Therefore for this month, and the months to come, I will be 
sharing with you the ways in which òyouó are important and needed.  Our Long Range Planning session 
produced many very good ideas and noble goals.  None of which however will be possible until everyone 
realizes their place, function, and importance, in the òbodyó.  Concerned about programs for our Youth?  You 
are needed to get involved and help develop Youth ministry.  Concerned about how we are going to pay the 
bills?  You are needed to get involved in our Stewardship ministry.  Concerned about Outreach?  You are 
needed to help our Outreach Coordinator Bonnie Graham in expanding this important ministry.  Concerned 
that we donõt know each other  well or that there isnõt enough in the way of socializing?  You are needed to 
help with Fellowship.  Want to see more ministry to families?  You are needed to help in the development of 
programs to nurture and sustain families.  Not sure  what your place in the òbodyó is, not sure of your func-
tion, or how to get involved, come talk to me.  Bonnie Graham did and now she is leading and effort to ex-
pand Outreach.  She is putting her energy to work and has plans to expand the Bookstore, recycle toners to 
help raise money for missions and evangelism, and organize a group of volunteers to help feed the homeless 
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(outreach through service).  Art Mehas did and he is 
developing plans for a Picnic Area/Play Area on our 
grounds that will enhance the fellowship experience of 
all of us but especially our young families.  Pete Draka-
tos did and he will be organizing more parish/
parishioner celebrations, so that we grow closer to 
each other.  Annie Agah did and she will be helping 
coordinate small-group home gatherings, so that we 
bring people together more often than just Sundays.  
Gloria Zeazeas Timmons did and now we have a 
group for the women of our parish to come to-
gether for prayer, spiritual growth, service to our par-
ish & our community, and fellowship .  Lisa Lilles did 
and we have an active Sunday School program. Brad 
Thomas did and we have a Chanter/Reader to help 
with the Divine Services. Stephanie Carroll did and we 
have members working constantly to keep the church 
looking beautiful.  Joan Rundt did and we have a dedi-
cated  group of Greeters who extend hospitality to our 
visitors and guests. Andrew Lilles did and our routine 
maintenance needs are met, and so forth.  We are a dy-
namic parish but I believe with all my heart that we 
could be even more dynamic. 

It would be wonderful to someday have: a traditional 
Byzantine church to worship in; a cemetery; Senior 
Housing; a Campus Ministry house; a community gar-
den; a seminary for lay people; a Deacon; more church 
services; a parish school; and so forth.  But these will 
remain as just dreams unless each and everyone here 
ògetsó what we have been talking about.  I know some 
of you do òget itó and that our community is better off 
because of it.  I also know that there are others of you 
who are òoutside the bodyó.  For one reason or another 
you refuse to take your place and function  within the 
òbodyó.  For that reason, our community is a little 
worse off.  The new Church Year approaches and 
òNew Yearó is a time when we resolve to do things.  
Please consider how important you are to the health 
and functioning of this òbodyó, and resolve to do 
something about it.  That together we may increase in 
faith and in love, to the glory of God and the benefit of 
our souls. 

In Christ,  

 

 

+Father Jerry 

 

 
 Treasurerõs Report a.k.a. Photiniõs Phunds 

Tidings from your Treasurer.    For the 

month of June we received $6270.52 of 

Income out of which  our expenses were 

$9186.31 Our stewardship for June was 

$5360.00 which I say thank you, we have 

budgeted for $8,958.37 which means we 

were short by $3598.37 for this month.  

Thank you very much for all your faith-

fulness and giving.  I know the summer 

time means vacation for some so please 

remember to send in your pledge early if 

possible.  If you have a question please call 

me   

In Christ,  Bonnie/Photini  

 

 

     ST. GEORGE SUNDAY SCHOOL  

 

If any of you are interested in teaching Sun-

day school to our Pre-school through second 

grade group, please let me know. Presently, 

Larissa has graciously agreed to team teach 

my group with me. We will alternate Sundays 

and teach the group ages third grade through 

Junior High.   Neal Zoumboukos has offered 

to teach the High School group. We really 

need two people willing to share the teaching 

of the youngest group, as well as someone 

that could share the High school age with 

Neal. Any of you interested? Please pray 

about this and let me know. Many thanks!             

 

 Lisa Lilles  lilleslw@gmail.com  
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AUGUST STEWARDSHIP REPORT  

Thank you to the fifty - four (54) individuals and families who have submitted their stew-

ardship cards for 2009. We also want to express our appreciation to the families who 
have been giving regularly but have not yet submitted their cards; however, the time is 

right for you to  submit those cards. It is extremely difficult to forecast finances for the 
remainder of the year without a clear picture of projected stewardship income.  

    If you are one of the individuals who consider Saint George your parish, Father Jerry 
your priest, and you have not submitted a stewardship card for 2009, SAINT GEORGE 

WANTS YOU TO STEP UP. We have a very dynamic parish in Eugene, and it  will be even 

more so if  every Orthodox Christian in western Oregon and every seeker of the true 
Word supports the parish  with their time, talents and/or treasure. JOIN US TODAY!  

Philia News and Events 

¶ August Travel Speaker: Our own Brad Thomas is looking forward to sharing his slides from his Russia trips 
on August 15, after Great Vespers, which will begin at 5:30 on that Saturday.  

¶ September Picnic: Philia is spearheading our annual Parish Picnic this year which will be held after Divine 
Liturgy on Sunday, September 20th.  Details are being finalized and a flyer will be available soon. 

¶ Monastery visit: A visit to the Monastery in Goldendale is being  planned for October.  When the plans 
are finalized, information will be communicated to all the women of the church. 

¶ Book Club: The idea of Philia Book/Study Club was suggested in a recent email among our members. If 
you have an interest or some insight, please let Lisa Lilles or Annie Agah know. 

All women of the church are encouraged to participate in Philia events.  For the ladies who are un-
able to attend our meetings and still wish to participate, please contact Gloria or Presv. Maria or 
leave a message at the church office.  We will include you in our E-Mails. 

Our Statement of Purpose is as follows:   Philia provides us with an opportunity  for prayer, spiri-
tual growth, service to our parish  & our community, and fellowship. Philia serves as a concrete 
way for us to act on our love of the Lord and others  



S T .  G E O R G E  G R E E K  O R TH O D O X  C H U R C H Page 4 

. 

 

 

 

 Parish Spotlight: Katherine 
(Wanda) Grenier  

Katherine loves being involved in St. 

George parish life.  From the moment 
she became a member of our parish, 
she says she felt so welcome, and 
wanted to be active in parish life.  She 
has been our point person for Pennies 
and Prayers fund drive, a Parish Coun-
cil member, Christmas Bake Sale, a 
member of our Philia womenõs group 
and she is helping develop our parish 
bookstore.  When Katherine is not 
helping at church or attending services, 
she is employed at a non-profit agency, 
Looking Glass Agency, as a  Child and 
Adolescent Mental Health Therapist.  
Some of Katherineõs hobbies are: read-
ing, sewing, decorating and spending 
time with her grandchildren.  

 

Born in North Dakota into a Catholic family, Katherine is the oldest of 9 children.  Her grandparents 
were farmers, and she loved any time she could spend with them on their farm.  Her family moved 
to Wyoming when she was in Junior High.  She spent 30 years there.  Katherine attended Regis Uni-
versity in Denver and received her B.S. degree, then received her Masters in Counseling at the Uni-
versity of Wyoming.   

Katherine left the Catholic Church, eventually, wanting something deeper in the way of spirituality.  
This began a search that lasted for a couple of years.  One day Katherine saw an advertisement in 
the newspaper about Fr. Peter Gillquist giving a talk in Gillette, Wyoming, about the òAncient 
Church of the Apostles.ó  Katherine went to hear Father Peter speak and this sparked an interest  in 
the Orthodox Christian Faith. She then attended a prayer service with a group of people beginning 
an Antiochian Orthodox mission ð Holy Resurrection.  She joined herself to the mission and eventu-
ally was received into the Church by the Sacrament of Chrismation.  She attended there for 7 years, 
before moving to Casper, Wyoming, where she attended a Greek Orthodox Church.  Another move 
took her to Poulsbo WA, where she began attending an OCA mission.  She moved to Eugene in 
2005 . 

Katherine has two children.  Her daughter, Jennifer, lives in Wyoming and her son, Terry, lives here 
in Eugene.  She loves being a grandmother and spending time with her grandchildren.  Katherine 
has been a great blessing to our community  and we love having her participate in the life of the par-
ish.   


