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Dearly Beloved In The Lord, A blessed Resurrection to all!

You've probably heard the one about the man who was forced to climb onto the roof of his house because it
had been raining for days and days, and a terrible flood had come over the land. As the waters rose higher
and higher, a man in a rowboat appeared, and told the man on the roof to get in. “No” replied the man on
the roof. “I have faith in the Lord; the Lord will save me.” So the man in the rowboat went away and the
man on the roof prayed for God to save him. The waters rose higher and higher, and suddenly a speedboat
appeared. “Climb in!” shouted a man in the boat. “No” replied the man on the roof. “I have faith in the
Lord; the Lord will save me.” So the man in the speedboat went away and the man on the roof prayed for
God to save him. The waters continued to rise. A helicopter appeared and over the loudspeaker, the pilot
announced he would lower a rope to the man on the roof. “No” replied the man on the roof. “I have faith in
the Lord; the Lord will save me.” So the helicopter went away and the man on the roof prayed for God to
save him. The waters rose higher and higher, and eventually they rose so high that the man on the roof was
washed away, and alas, the poor man drowned. Upon arriving in heaven, the man marched straight over to
God. “Heavenly Father,” he said, “I had faith in you, prayed to you to save me, and yet you did nothing.
Why?” God gave him a puzzled look, and replied “I sent you two boats and a helicopter, what more did you
expect?”

Indeed, what more did he expect? Thankfully, our God wills that all be saved and come to the knowledge of
the Truth. Thankfully, God does not desire the death of a sinner but hopes for his repentance and his return
to Him. Thankfully, God saves all those who call upon Him with faith and follow the path of repentance.
Blessed is our God Who alone cares for us and for the salvation of our souls! I guess that its true, the best at-
titude for a Christian to have is an attitude of gratitude!

But this funny story does make me wonder. Am I always grateful? Do I sometimes “sit around” when it
comes to my faith? Do I sometimes wait and expect more from God? And what about those around me?
What about those I am around who don’t seem to take their salvation seriously. Those who don’t repent or
who live lives totally separated from God. Those whose faith is nominal, superficial, and totally discon-
nected to the rest of their lives. Those who live as if Christ never did resurrect from the dead, or even worse,
live as if God doesn’t exist. For as Dostoyevsky’s Ivan lamented, “ If God does not exist, everything is per-
mitted”. St. Mary of Egypt who we commemorated on the fifth Sunday of Lent and on April 1st, lived the
first 29 years of her life in these ways. She engaged in every manner of sin and filth, often drawing others
down with her. “This was life to me”, she said, “Every kind of abuse of nature I regarded as life”. You have
to admit that this is troubling. Surely if someone you knew lived like this, you would be concerned about
them? You would care right? At least, you would wonder? Granted, not everyone lives as she did. She in-
deed was an extreme case and not many of us will encounter another like her in our lives. Yet this doesn’t
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mean that we won’t encounter others almost like her.
Or others on their way to becoming like her. Or even,
see the ways these things are occurring in our own life!
Like the man on the roof, St. Mary finally recognized
that all along, God was seeking her repentance and
sending her “boats and a helicopter”, even as the
“great flood waters of sin were rising and she was
about to be drowned”. She however, decided to get
into the boat, repent greatly, and take her salvation
seriously for the rest of her days. And as they say, the
rest is history or rather “her-story”.

When the story of our life is written, what will it be?
Will it be a story of taking our salvation seriously or
neglecting such a great salvation? Will it be a story of
repentance and return to God, or of drowning and
separation? Will we get into the boat or remain sitting
on the roof? Will it be a story of living our faith daily
or living a life totally separated from God? Will it be a
story of living as if God does exist and did resurrect
from the dead, or living a life as if He doesn’t exist or
didn’t rise from the dead? And what about those
around us? Will our story also be about caring for oth-
ers? Do you not know that even though we sin indi-
vidually, we are saved corporately? So it really mat-
ters if we: come to church, fast, pray, confess, forgive,
and give alms. It really matters if we take risks and
call sin; sin. Too many around us are “sitting on their
rooftops” doing nothing as the “flood waters of sin”
rise around them. Too many are saying “No” to the
“boats and helicopters” sent to save them. Too many
around us are living in sin and filth, even members of
our own family. Too many are neglecting such a great
salvation and missing the obvious. Too many are
sadly, ungrateful.

Our Lord’s Pascha approaches not like a boat, but like
a large ship to deliver us from sin and death. And as
St. John Chrysostom reminds us in his Paschal homily,
even those who board at the eleventh hour are wel-
come. Let us say yes to God and be grateful to Him for
His care and love. Let us come onto the ark of our sal-
vation and remain there for the rest of our days. Christ
is Risen! Truly He is Risen!

+Father Jerry
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P.C. President’s Message

Every year it seems our Parish grows stronger
as we all journey through Lent together. Our
Bookstore has highlighted wonderful books
about Lent. The Wednesday Lenten talks after
Presanctified Liturgy have helped to provide a
greater depth of understanding to the meaning
of Lent. The book, Great Lentby Father Alex-
ander Schmemann, a well known Orthodox
theologian and teacher, shares the richness and
depth of the liturgical experience of Great Lent
in our church. Itis a must read for Lent, if not
this year then next. Thank you Father Jerry

for sharing the wisdom and journey to Pascha.
The Parish Council and | are here to serve you.
Please let us know how we can do so. All our
daily lives are very busy, but it is important to
find time for church and to remember the im-
portance of prayer. As beautifully stated by St.
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limit your prayer merely to a particular part of
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Parish Council President, Kay Mehas.

Philia

There will be an important Evaluation/
Planning Meeting on Thursday, April 15 t*, in
the Parish Fellowship Hall. The meeting will
begin at 6:30 pm. A light dinner will be
served. Please plan to share your thoughts
and ideas. All women of the church are en-
couraged to attend. If you will be unable to
attend and have thoughts or ideas to share,
please contact Presvytera Maria or myself.

Gloria Zeazeas-Timmons



[AGAPE Page 3

STEWARDSHIP REPORT :

Thank you to everyone who has committed to help Saint George in 2010 by filling out your stewardship
card. As of March 17, we have fortgight (48) stewards who have pledged $99,590f you have not filled
out a card this year, please give prayerful thought to doing so soon. Remember, it is our goal to cover all
operating expenses through stewardship. We still have a ways to go, and everyone's participation is
needed to help us reach our goal. Your Stewardship Committee wishes you a blessed Pascha!

SPECIAL FUNDS LETTER REGARDING THE PICNIC SHELTER

Dear Friends,

On Sunday, August 16 of last year, our Parish Assembly unanimously approved the construction of
our picnic shelter which will include a storage area. Plans and permits have been submitted and approved.
Seed money, rebar and some of the lumber has already been donated. Now is the time for our funding-
raising plan to go into action.

As you may recall, our goal is to have fifty families in our parish donate $100 per year for the next
three years over-and-above their stewardship . This will net us $15,000 which we estimated would be the cost
of the shelter even with the donated materials. Some families will be able to give more, others less, some have
already given; but we hope everyone in the parish will participate. Three hundred dollars over a three year
period is less than twenty-eight cents a day. Put a quarter in a piggy bank everyday and at the end of year
you will have saved $91.25 of that $100. If you start now and put a dollar a day away, you'll be done before
Christmas; or if you can sustain the dollar a day, you can help the project that much more. Whatever you are
able to do is great, but please participate. When bringing your donation to church, please indicate on the
“Offering” envelope that your gift is for the building fund. Or if you plan to combine your contribution with
stewardship, please indicate how much should go to stewardship and how much to the building fund. And
let’s not forget that when the concrete is down and the lumber is going up, come and add your time and tal-
ent to your treasure. It will be a lot of fun and very worthwhile.

The long-range planning committee and the parish council would like to thank you very much for
your unanimous approval of this project, which will help to bring our parish closer together in fellowship.
Yours in Christ,

Neal Zoumboukos

Treasurer’s Report:
Tidings from your Treasurer: I want to say how excited I am to see what this coming year will bring, and feel

very blessed to be your Treasurer. For the month of February we received $6,842.75 of income out of which
our expenses were $12,503.97. Our Stewardship for February was $5,310.00, we have budgeted for $9,254.58
which is short by $3,994.58. Your pledges are so important to get our expense paid every month, so please

don’t forget you monthly pledges. Thank you for your faithful giving.
In Christ, Bonnie/Photini

“Do everything for the glory of God, and in no thing---either outwardly nor inwardly —intend anything other

than this glory. It should be the measuring stick of every endeavor and place its seal on each one.”

St. Theophan the Recluse
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Parish Spotlight:

Andrew was born in Portland Oregon and
baptized at Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox

Church. His father Kosta and mother Soph
were both born in Greece and baptized
Greek Orthodox. They came to America af
WW2 and met in Portland at Holy Trinity.

Andrew is the youngest of their three boys
He moved to Eugene in 1990 for work. Af-
ter years of not going to church, he receivg
a phone call from Fr. John Hondros out of
the blue. He informed Andrew that he wasg
the local Orthodox priest and that they wer
#1 having Sunday services at another church

thodox service, he was a real Orthodox
priest, and that someday they would have
real Orthodox church in this town. It took
some getting used to, not be at large churg
with a lot of people. It was a small yet won
derful group of parishioners here in Eugeng
Shortly after that, we were blessed with
land, and then after a lot of work, a church
Andrew has served on the Parish council off and on since St. George was established. He also loved

He assured Andrew that this was a real Or}
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the lamb spit at our yearly Greek Festival in the past. Andrew has been working as a computer technician
for Lane County for the past 14 years. Larisa was born in Edina, Minnesota, a suburb of Minneapolis and

baptized at St. Maryds Russian Orthodox Churc

h

her father Edward was German, but both Canadian citizens. When Larisa was seven, her family moved to

Eugene and her mother immediately started looking for an Orthodox church. She was put in touch wif
Episcopal church who told her that some local people were starting a Greek Orthodox mission and to
Art Mehas. She did, and they have been here ever since. Larisa has grown up with the parishioners g
George and will always think of them as her e
dayso6 at Our Saviords Lutheran when everyone
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land who would come down once a month. Back then all the hymns were sung in Greek and English $o we

qguickly | earned the whole service in both | an
to the University of Oregon and graduated wit
ogy. She was lucky enough to land a job in her field at the Oregon Social Learning Center and still wg
there part ti me. She spends her day with wond
best job in Eugene!

Andrew and Larisa met at St. George, were married here, and shortly after were lucky enough to take
three week trip to Greece to visit Andrewds e
family despite never having met them, and truly had a trip of a lifetime. It was such a wonderful exper
ence to be in a country where Orthodoxy was everywhere, there were even icons in the taxicabs!
Andrew and Larisa have two beautiful sons, Dimitri who is 6 and Nikolai who is 3. Both were baptized
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St. George and love attending, especially the Sunday School! They feel blessed to have such a wonderful,

vibrant church to attend and raise their children in the Orthodox faith.
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From the Bookstore: While our Lenten journey
has reached its conclusion in joyful celebration of the H
urrection (think about that!), our spiritual journey is act
unending and lifelong. So in the spirit ofcth&inuifour-
ney of building our spirits to commune with the LORD
God, | offer this book to you, a recent arrival in our bog
store. We have several copies avail@bke Jesus Pralke
Ancient Desert Prayer That Tunes the Heart to God frg
Frederica Math&svesn

The Jesus Prayeltfie preeminent prayer of Orthodoxy
and is most commonly rendered, "LORD Jesus Christ,
of God, have mercy on md.have known people who
owned and regularly used 300 knot prayer ropes outsi
monastic setting, but that is not (yet?) me, and maybe
you. We should all see the beauty and efficacy of the t
pieces of The Prayéfirst, through it we continuously
acknowledge that Jesus (the) Christ is LORD, one with
God the FatherWe just can not take that identity for
granted.Second, the prayer of the Jesus Prayer cease
humbles him/herself before God with the personal adn
sion that we are indeed sinners needing God's mercy,
mercy on me.'Herein is the humble essence of Ortho-
doxy.An Elder of the Church wrote that this mercy con
tains "all things. Love, forgiveness, healing, restoratior
repentance all fit within the word 'mercyeréderica noteg
that "salvation comes from the mercy of Christ." So it
should make sense to us that the Jesus Prayer is extre
important to our spiritual development.

This book,The Jesus Prajags several things quite well,

my opinion.Khouria Frederica does a wonderful job act

guainting the newer Orthodox believer to the history, b
ground, scriptural ties and context of the Pr&fes.writes
for the lay person quite helpfullyhave read several work
on the Jesus Prayer which were probably written with
monastic audience in mindwas challenging to me, and
came away feeling | could never 'catch up' to these st3
dards.You will never feel that way reading this bétak.
written for us. The second major section of the book is
unique.In it she thoughtfully answers the several doze
guestions that had been posed to her over the years o
every imaginable aspect of the Jesus Piayest.me, you
guestion(s) are answered hEnés book is filled with prac;
tical advice you will find valuable if you are willing to
deepen your spiritual encounter with God through som
serious application of the Jesus Prayes. book will help
you deepen your spiritual life if that is truly a goal you
share. If | were going to suggest (just) one book that c
impact your spiritual life from the past several months
perhaps even a yeatr, this would be it.

Blessings upon all who read it!

Columba/Dave Shafer

April C elebrations
Birthclags

Res-
Jally

k- 2nd-Rapheal Groomer
3rd-Georgia Lallas

9th-Demetre Markopoulos

11th-Panayiotis Katsoyannos

m (Khouria)

Son 15th-Melita Green, Nektarios Kaelin
e the 20th-Eliana Hauser

not 25th-Frances Carroll

VO 26th-Niko Lilles

essly

is- Fcas’c Dags

have 1st-St. Mary of Egypt
Melita Green
, and Erin Makela
22nd-St. Nearchos the Martyr
bmely Neal Zoumboukos

23rd-St. George the Great Martyr
in Georgia Lallas

Weclcling Anniversaries

Ack-

S
i
| 3rd-Nektarios and Ann Marie Kaelin
n- 4th-Neal and Yvonne Zoumboukos
29th-Leo and Debbie Hall
Il
N
X Many Years! (Chronia Pollat

)UIH: you would like to be added to these lists, Plcasc
pr fildl
submitit to ]zatl'\cr Jcrry.
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On Tuesday, March 1st, funeral services were held for our beloved sister in Christ, Wanda Katherine
Grenier. On the eve, and in the morning, of the funeral, parishioners had the opportunity to read the
Psalter while her body remained in the church. After the funeral service in church, a wonderful meal was
served in her honor. Special thanks to Pete and the members of Philia for their assistance and to all of you
who visited and prepared meals for her family. May she rest in peace and may her memory be eternal.
From the Family of Katherine Grenier: We wanted to thank you all for the wonderful way you took ca
Wanda Katherine and our family during her illness and her death. Her funeral services were beau
And oOothank youd6 to al/l the | adies for the w
Katherine had such a wonderful and caring church family. Again thank you all so very much for ey
thing.

Michael, Liana, and Michelle Creech joyfully and with great thanksgiving announce the healthy birth of

a baby boy on Monday, March 8, 2010 at Sacred Heart Medical Center at Riverbend (Springfield, Ore-
gon). We ask you, our family and friends, to remember our new child in your prayers. May he live for

us!

On Holy Saturday, April 3rd we will receive into the Church, catechumens Erin Makela and Ashli Moore.
On behalf of Erin and Ashli, and their sponsors Ann Campbell and Kay Mehas, you are invited to their
Baptism which will take place following the Divine Services that morning. May they live for us!

Please join our lady's Book Club group, that meets at 6pm every other Tuesday just before Bible
Study. We are reading together, Fr. Meletios Webber's book, Bread and Water, Wine and OiHis
wonderful book is divided into two parts: Life as Mystery, and The Mysteries of the Church. In
his own words, he has "attempted to integrate some of what I have learned in more than thirty
years as a priest of the Orthodox Church with what I have learned in my work as a psychothera-
pist." Our discussions range from deep to deeply entertaining, so come and join us! No need to
call, just show up! — — Annie Agah

St George's Annual Fundraiser, The Glendi, will be held on May 8th, 2010 at the Hilton. As in the past we
are soliciting for donations for the Silent Auction. All the proceeds from the Silent Auction will go di-

rectly to St George. If you have an item or items you would like to donate please call Arin at 541.579.4796
or Pete at 541.687.6789.

Please remember in prayer: our sister Leda Litke who is recovering from surgery; our sister Gloria
Zeazeas Timmons who is recovering from surgery; our brother John Timmons who is recovering from
surgery; Rebeca and Elias Groomer who are expecting a child; Susan and Michalis Emmanouil who are
expecting twins; Gus and Christina Mehas who are expecting a child; our sister Ann Marie Kaelin who

lost her father Vladimir; and health for Stephanie, Eleni, Helene, Innocent, Toula, Kevin. Also remember
our catechumens, Lloyd, Lester, Debbie, Lee, Kellie, Billy, Cassie, Shannon, Brett, Cassandra, and Shane
nah.

New address: As of March 1st, the Markopoulos Family resides at 1517 Manchester Drive, Eugene, OR
97401. The home phone number stays the same: 54844ruY NK& ww OwEOE w# OUPUw+ E
Stenies, Andros, then below that, 845.00 Greece. Judy, Sara, and Greg Sebastian have moved to: 2790 2
Ave. S.E., Albany, OR 97322. Pete and Angel Liakopoulos have also moved to: 23205 Mountain Springs
Drive, Sheridan, OR 97378. Please update your directory to reflect the changes.

e of
tiful.
D N d ¢
ery-
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4/11 4/18 4/25 512
COFFEE HOUR PASCHAI Lenkoff Zoumboukos Lilles/Litke Volz
GREETER Joan Rundt | Judy Sebastian| Eleni Boston | Stephanie Carroll Jerry Rundt
PROSFORON Lilles Hauser Litke Lilles Hauser
FLOWERS
READERS Brad Thomas | Brad Thomas | Brad Thomas Brad Thomas Brad Thomas
NARTHEX CLEANUP Green Carroll Kaelin Lenkoff Green
NAVE CLEANUP Lenkoff Hauser Kaelin Lisa Lilles Lenkoff

GET INVOLVED

Look through this list of organizations, programs, and ministries at our parish,
then call the contact person and get involved!!

Parish Council Kay Mehagi(541) 342-2621
Acolytes Mark Hauserfi541-928-5775
Bookstore David Shafefi(541) 234-2139
PhiliaWo me n 6 s Gr o u pGloria Zeazeaslimmonsd 484-0575
Church School Lisa Lillesd 746-5592

Chanter Brad Thomasd 689-9690

Friends of St. John Convent Art Mehasd 485-8671

Fellowship Pete Drakatosfi 687-6789
Stewardship Neal Zoumbouko$i (541) 344-4485
Greeters Joan Rundti 683-1380

Outreach Bonnie Grahard14-3381

O.C.F. Father Jerry683-3519

St. George Greek Orthodox Churéh(541) 683-3519, Fr. Gerasimos (Jerry) Markopoulos
E-mail address: frgerasimos@sntgrg.org " 1 U U BViebsitd:uwww.stgeorgeor.org

Articles for the Agapé Articles are due by the0t of the monthto Fr. Jerry whose email address is

frgerasi mos@sntgrg. org I f you dondot h at8F35®mali



SCHEDULE OF HOLY WEEK and PASCHA SERVICES 2010

Sunday, March 28th: Palm Sunday -Orthros and Divine Liturgy beginning at 9 am, followed by the Palm

Sunday Luncheon. This evening at 6 pm, the first of the Bridegroom Services.

Monday, March 29th: Holy Monday -the second Service of the Bridegroom at 7 pm.

Tuesday, March 30th: Holy Tuesday -Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts at 10 am. Later this day, the third of

three Bridegroom services at 7 pm, with the chanting of the hymn of St. Kassiani.

Wednesday, March 31st: Holy Wednesday -Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts at 10 am. Later this day, the

Sacrament of Holy Unction, beginning at 7 pm.

Thursday, April 1st: Holy Thursday -Vesperal Divine Liturgy commemorating the institution of the Eucha-
UPDUUOQWET T POODPOT WEUwWwhY WwEOOQwi 6000pPT EwEawUT T wUT UYDET woli
pels and the Passion of the Christ, beginning at 7 pm.

Friday, April 2nd: Holy and Great Friday -The Royal Hours beginning at 9 am, immediately followed by

Uil wél EOUEUDPOT woOil wiOT T w3 OOEwWOi w" T UPUUG ww( OwlT 1 wel U1 UO
at 3 pm. In the evening, we chant the service of the Lamentations beginning at 7 pm.

Saturday, April 3rd: Holy Saturday -Vesperal Divine Liturgy beginning at 10 am, followed by the recep-

tion into the Church of those now preparing for Holy Illumination. This evening at 11 pm, the Vigil of the

11 U0U0UUI EUPOOwWi 60000PT EwEawUI T w?, DEOPT T w21 UYPET 28 ww w
2U0EEaOQw xUPOwWKUT 6w/ EVET Enww T Ex] w51 Ux1T UVUWETI T HPOODLOT w
dren, and our annual Parish Pascha Picnic.

Saturday, April 10th: Bright Saturday -Pan-Orthodox Divine Liturgy at the Greek Orthodox Mission of Sa-

lem beginning at 10 am; reception following.




